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I.  INTRODUCTION:

Quest for freedom:

Ever since men have begun to reflect upon their relations with each other
and upon the vicissitudes of the human lot, they have been preoccupied with the
meaning of justice. It has been the subject of philosophical discussions in literature
and it has entered into every sphere of human contemplation, temporal and spiritual,
both in the ancient and the modern world. History has witnessed that, between
rhetoric and reality, abominable injustice has been done in the name of justice,
because when men sink to the lowest, they clutch for excuse at the highest.
Remember, George Bush justified his attack on Afghanistan in the name of
‘Ultimate Justice’.

Ideal justice sometimes gives way to practical convenience. We believe
that the displacement of justice for the sake of expediency is a procedure that
should be employed with greatest caution. Expediency for its own sake is no
substitute for justice, but often its worst enemy. The classic exposition of the
doctrine of expediency is that, “it is expedient that one should die for the
people and that the whole nation perishes not”.  It was the precept of the
high priest who incited what is generally regarded as the greatest crime in history.

ANNUAL REPORT 2003-2004
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Unfortunately, ours is an age of ‘high priests’
who do not allow people to live in freedom
and with dignity, nor do they allow justice as
fairness prevails in polity, in the area of
jurisprudential democracy. The ongoing tussle
in the name of self-financing institutions and
the question of minority rights and religious
freedom are only reflections of the said
doctrine of expediency.

Remember, harmony can never be
communal; for communalism is necessarily
disharmonious. The seed of communalism is
inherent in religion as religion. The spirit of
negativity dominates the inter-religious space
and shapes religious attitudes. Every religion
is communal in its attitude and response to
other religions. It is even more intolerantly
communal in its attitude to the Rishis, prophets
and reformers within its own fold. Religion
and politics must re-discover their basic and
common mandate – the human welfare and
well being of all nations.

Ultimate justice finds its manifestation in
freedom at its widest scope and dimension.
History of mankind is a ceaseless quest for
freedom. It is a multi-pronged quest: freedom
from want, from fear, from forces of nature,
from tyranny of fellow human beings, from
the chauvinistic hubris of institutions and
establishments, from injustice, from
superstitions, from prejudices, from tribal and
racial loyalties, and ultimately from his/her
own ego-centric existence. All human activity,

therefore, is a quest for freedom and all hu-
man evolutions represent a course of gradual
realization of various freedoms. Man/woman,
according to Albert Einstein, can achieve
these freedoms and find meaning in life only
through devoting himself/herself to society.

Rule of law:

It reminds us what Nelson Mandela in
1992 said, “Our common humanity
transcends the oceans and all national
boundaries. It binds us together in a common
cause against tyranny, to act together in
defence of our very humanity. Let it never be
asked of any one of us – what did we do
when we knew that another was oppressed?”

The XIIth Annual Report of Jananeethi
is a humble attempt of bringing together the
endeavours of a few deeply committed
activists who belonged to different avocations
– human rights defenders, lawyers, teachers,
researchers, social workers, promoters of
secular culture and social audit, judicial
officers, public servants, house wives,
students, labour unions, young men and
women – who devoted themselves to the lofty
ideals and noble purposes of protecting and
promoting human freedom wherein justice as
fairness was ensured and was made accessible
to the weak and vulnerable in the society. The
strength of Jananeethi, as always, is its
commitment to human rights. It endows it with
the power to cross any border, climb any wall,
defy any force.
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The medium of transactions at Jananeethi
has necessarily been ‘Rule of Law’. The
words of Cicero resounds in our ears – “the
good of people is the chief law”. In a pluralist
secular polity, law is perhaps the greatest
unifying force. A cultivated respect for law
and its institutions and symbols, a pride in the
country’s heritage and achievements, and faith
that people live under the protection of an
adequate legal system are indispensable for
sustaining unity and a sense of security in a
pluralist society. The quest for justice is, thus,
the joint venture of law and morality. Inference
of law with morality produces justice. It is
difficult to perceive justice divorced from
morality.

Rule of law is vital and indispensable as
long as humans remain cruel and corrupt,
atrocious and acrimonious. Charles Darwin
once remarked: “Man with all his noble
qualities, with sympathy that feels for the most
debased, with benevolence which extends not
only to other men but to the humblest living
creature, with his god-like intellect which has
penetrated into the movements and
constitution of the solar system – with all these
exalted powers – still bears in his bodily frame
the indelible stamp of his lowly origin.”

Services of law and administration of
justice for and on behalf of the poor and the
marginalized is, for the reasons stated above,
sacred and divine. It enthrones justice and
dethrones evil on all spheres of human activity.

God is, therefore, more palpably present at
the negotiating tables and counseling rooms
of Jananeethi than in a hermitage or religious
enclosure. Jananeethi, thus, is an idea with a
history, a program that changes in both content
and social function, a mission founded on the
secular fabric of the nation and a vision that
embraces the whole humanity.

Jananeethi in 2003-2004, besides its
regular and ever growing services in the arena
of legal aid and assistance, legal counseling,
crisis intervention and action in defence of
women in distress, deserted children, victims
of torture, avarice, greed, communal bias and
domestic violence, was predominantly
engaged in two major social commitments: A
Study of Dowry System in Kerala which was
completed in December 2003 and Creation
of a Crime-free Society, a most hazardous,
most challenging and currently ongoing social
experiment  in the XIIth Division of Thrissur
Corporation. Separate reports on each of
them are appended hereto as annexures
(Annexures 1 and 2).

The struggle for human rights, secular
culture and jurisprudential democracy is
always a struggle against all forms of tyranny
and violence. Naturally, a day in Jananeethi
and every other day during the year under
report were vibrant with actions, both legal
and humanitarian.

“Silence is not an option when things are
ill done” – said Lord Denning.
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II. SERVICES OF LAW

Chief Justice Warren E. Berger of the
American Supreme Court once said, “Our
constant purpose must be to keep in mind
that the duty of lawyers and the function of
the judges are to deliver the best quality of
justice at the least cost in the shortest time”.
St.Paul in Ist Thimothy writes, “We know that
the law is good, if a man uses it lawfully”. One

of the basic tenets of Jananeethi is its com-
mitment to services of law for the poor and
the needy free of costs. Efficacy of our serv-
ice and its effectiveness depends on how best
and how fast we reach out to the person who
stands in need of it. Jananeethi during the year
under report has performed this noble func-
tion better than at any other time in its history
for more than a decade.

‘01-’02 ‘02-’03 ‘03-’04

Number of petitioners/complainants who sought help of Jananeethi 3786 4863 5367

Considered legal opinion/advice given to 3347 4217 4518

 Urgent interventions made by Jananeethi 220 366 378

 Judicial procedures initiated in 79 51 43

 Amicably settled by Jananeethi 123 297 147

 Training & Sensitization Camps 66 93 337

 Jananeethi has active contacts in

 - Panchayaths 90 90 90

 - Municipalities 6 6 6

 - Corporation 1 1 1

 Women, addressed by Jananeethi during the reporting year 9720 28647 34742

Table 1: Quantum of Services – An Overview:
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Lok Adalat / Negotiated Settlements:

It means disposal of petty cases, which
do not involve adjudication of law points. The
accident claim cases and land acquisition
cases are disposed of in large numbers at Lok
Adalats. Matrimonial cases and other family

disputes in which conciliation is possible, are
settled in Lok Adalats without much strain.
Jananeethi has profusely employed the skills
of its staff in negotiating with disputing parties.
The result was found to be very successful.

Out-reach programmes:

The field staff and the law faculty of
Jananeethi have made a record in organizing
out-reach programmes during the year under
report. Over 440 workshops in Mullakkara
village alone could be organized by them. In

addition to that, Advocate Jasmine Joseph,
Faritha Ansari, Sini Saji, Radhamani, Vineeth,
Joshi, Naveenachandran, Krishnakumar,
Sojan Job, Jayasree and our collaborators like
Advocate Seby J.Pullely, Prof.Gokuldas,
Dr.Rajalakshmi and many others have
addressed dozens of community groups at
various places as part of  awareness
generation.

Law and Society:

Through the kind favour of our executive
member Ms. K.R.Indira, the senior
Progamme Executive of All India Radio,
Jananeethi could address people all over India
through the strong media of radio on various

Comparative Chart of Out-reach Programmes
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2001-2002

2002-2003

2003-2004
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2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004
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leading to suicide, divorce and communal ri-
ots, care and support to victims of HIV/AIDS,
Geriatric care, Youth & Crime.

Fullness of life means service to the
whole. Therefore, Jananeethi has not spared

subjects of common interest. There were sev-
eral sessions on legal matters that affect the
public life and civic society. The law faculty
of Jananeethi and our friends in legal
profession joined the array in responding to
people’s legal queries. Besides,
Jananeethi members including its
chairman K.G.Sankara Pillai,
Dr. Francis Xavier, George
Pulikuthiyil, Advocate Johson
Ainikal, Prof. N.N. Gokuldas,
Adv. Faritha Ansari, P.N.
Gopikrishnan, P.S. Manoj
kumar, N.K. Unnikrishnan, and
Bijo Francis have talked over
the radio on many subjects of
public interest, more importantly
on causes and circumstances
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any sphere of human activity from the pur-
view of its service. It has touched all aspects
of normal humanscape, ie: torture and custo-
dial deaths, violations of human rights and
human rights education, environmental law
and protection of natural resources including
the eco-system, water, trees, grasslands,
streams and rivers, marriage and sexuality,
maintenance and custody of children, right to
property and equality, gender justice and
domestic violence, dowry and cruelties against
women, neglected children and child labour,
right to health, education, care and support
to victims of HIV/AIDS.

Enormous growth has been recorded
with respect to various aspects of legal
services in Jananeethi. The total number of
persons who approached Jananeethi during
this year is a record when compared to

previous years.  So also there has been a steep
increase in the number of women who were
personally addressed by Jananeethi staff
during the year under report. As usual, women
out-numbered men significantly in availing
services from Jananeethi. There has been less
number of legal interventions as compared to
previous year. This was because many of the
office staff and field officers were entrusted
with heavy responsibilities as part of the on-
going project for a crime-free society.

III. PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGAION

While this report is being prepared,
Dhananjoy Chatterjee’s dead corpse hangs
from the gallows at the Alipur central jail in
West Bengal. It’s a shame that the whole
Nation including various institutions like the
national human rights commission and the
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department for social justice and legal aid
failed to uphold the lofty ideals of our cultural
heritage and  human values, which we
cherished in the past. It is when the institutions
– political, juridical or administrative – fail to
deliver human justice at critical times, that our
commitments to larger good and common
cause emerge in the form of PIL.  The system
of participatory justice has been developed
through PIL and has added content and
vitality to constitutional democracy. In recent
years accountability of public authorities and
probity in public life have been achieved
through the medium of PIL.

Plachimada – Doctrine of Public Trust:

Any aberration due to arbitrariness in
exercise of public power results in violation
of the fundamental rights of the people. The
doctrine of Public Trust has been introduced
by judicial decisions. (For example- the
judgment of the Kerala High Court in the
Coco Cola case at Plachimada in
Palakkad district). Preservation of ecology
and environment based on the principle of
sustainable development to reconcile with the
conflicting interests of development and with
the preservation of the healthy environment
has been recognized as an enforceable
fundamental right. The underlying principle is
that ecology and environment are incapable
of ownership being nature’s gift and are to be
preserved in trust for future generations. The
present generation is a trustee for its

preservation. This was the principle and the
motive force behind Jananeethi for
interference with issues like the coco cola
factory at Plachimada, the Athirappilly
Hydro-electric project, Pathrakkadavu
Project near Silent Valley, Chazhikkadan Bio-
Medical Waste Treatment plant at
Thodupuzha and such other concerns
elsewhere.

Sreeramanchira:

People of Thanniyam panchayath have
a story of nearly 40 years’ strife for regaining
and restoring Sreeramanchira to its great
legacy. Thousands of families and
neighbourhood villages depended heavily on
the water from Sreeramanchira for their
sustenance. However, due to mismanagement
of the local bodies in the past,
Sreeramanchira was not properly maintained
and was getting vanished from the memory
of the people. A group of local inhabitants
with the active support and legal assistance
of Jananeethi, took the matter to the
Ombudsman and after a long legal battle, an
order to the effect of re-instating the old glory
of the Sreeramanchira was passed by the
Ombudsman. It was a victory of the strong
will and determination of the people in the form
of organized resistance..

Public Health and Insecticides:

We are very much aware of the alarming
consequences of excess use or misuse of
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pesticides and other poisonous chemicals in
the plantations and agricultural farms.
Catastrophic health hazards of Dycophol and
Endosulphan have been a matter of great
concern for the people in Kerala for quite
some time. While this was very much in
debate, another controversy was reported
that large quantities of expired pesticides were
prescribed by the top authorities of health
department, and arbitrary direction was given
to all district health offices to procure and use
large quantities of expired pesticides.
Jananeethi on public interest challenged this
move in the High Court and the Government
had to withdraw its impugned order.

Protective rights of the disabled persons:

Jananeethi had to take up the issue of
special privileges that are conferred on the

physically disabled persons being grossly de-
fied by respective authorities. The KSRTC
authorities used to refuse travel concession
to disabled persons. It was blatant violation
of their legitimate rights. Jananeethi was
requested to resolve the crisis. The matter was
taken up by Jananeethi and is being
considered positively by the concerned
authorities.

Jananeethi has been committed from its
very beginning to the present to upholding the
common cause and public good higher than
parochial or sectarian interests. As in the past
we have admitted many complaints in
Jananeethi and have initiated conciliatory
processes, failing which we have further taken
up the matter in appropriate courts of law
through our legal fraternity. Detailed account
of the petitions entertained at Jananeethi

Sreeramanchira

14
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during the period is appended to this report
as annexure (Annexure 9).

IV. LEGAL AID AND ASSISTANCE:

Consultancy and Assistance:

Free consultancy in matters related to
law and legal jurisprudence comes under the
broader spectrum of services of law at
Jananeethi. Even those who are highly
educated and placed at higher designations
are ignorant of elementary laws and are
lacking correct perspectives on the
fundamental rights. An important
development in the recent decades is the
enormity of changes in the landscape of
fundamental rights. Its ever-growing domain
is influenced by judicial review under the
constitutional system. Understanding the
content and scope of each fundamental right,
which is human right within the Constitution,
in relation to other fundamental rights has been
found to be instrumental for a full enjoyment
of life.

Lord Atkin once said, “No prescription
is valid against the conscience of mankind”.
Fundamental rights are, in their own way, the
repositories of this conscience. Jananeethi has
spared the best of its legal brilliance to the
service of those who travel from South and
North to Thrissur in pursuit of correct advice
and guidance in matters of law. Advocates
Jasmine Joseph, P.P.Vineeth, Sini Saji, Sojan
Job, Faritha Ansari, E.V. Joshy and George

Pulikuthiyil were available full time for the
service of those in need.

Legal Interventions:

In many instances, to ascertain the
veracity of complaints and to ensure that its
service goes to the really deserving and needy
people, Jananeethi had to depute its field
officers Mrs K.K.Radhamani,
Shri.T.K.Naveena Chandran, K.K.Sudevan
and A.R.Johnson to visit places or families of
dispute and to meet people at their respective
places with facts finding mission. Further,
negotiations and conciliatory talks were
arranged at Jananeethi conference room in the
presence of its law faculty. If disputing parties
were not ready for peaceful settlement of
conflicts, we had to refer them to alternate
course of action.

Assistance in the court by adjudicating
the matter in dispute is only the last resort as
far as Jananeethi is concerned. Members of
our legal fraternity, Advocates Dr.M.P.Raju,
Mathai Paikadai, Jayesh Menon (Supreme
Court), N.N.Sugunapal, Dayananda Prabhu,
Jijo Paul, Shaji Thomas Porkattil, C.P.Saji,
K.S. Madhusudanan,  Daisy Thampy and
Perly Jose (High Court),
K.V.Mohanakrishnan, N.K.Unnikrishnan,
Saji Joseph, Seby J. Pullely, Agi S., Suresh
E.R., Clemens Thottappilly, Bijo Francis,
Johnson Ainikal, Thomson Michael, Saby
Joseph, Stephan Mathew, Varghese K.M,
and Lissy Chacko (District courts and Sub
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Courts) were always at our help wherever
their assistance was required.

Crisis Intervention and Conflict
Resolution:

Crisis intervention and conflict resolution
in matters like marriage, dowry, property
rights, custody of children, domestic violence,
sexual atrocities/exploitations, desertion,
maintenance, money matters, alcohol and
drug abuses, threats from money lenders and
private financiers, situations leading to
suicides, corruption, environmental havoc due
to unlawful soil / sand mining, employment of
child labour, and child abuse were among the
topics Jananeethi has taken up during the year
under report. Apart from the services of the
members of law faculty in Jananeethi, services
of professional clinical psychiatrists,
psychologists and physicians like
Dr.K.S.Shaji, Dr.Praveenlal, Dr.Thomas
Ambooken, Dr.Jose Anto, Ms.Mercy
Sebastian, Dr.Sebastian Criton,
Prof.N.N.Gokuldas, Dr.Rajalakshmi,
Dr.Varghese Chackola, Dr.P.U.Ashokan and
Dr.Sunithy Ashokan were also availed of or
relied on by Jananeethi at critical situations in
the process of resolving problems.

V. HUMAN RIGHTS

Human rights have been recognized as
standards of achievement and norms of
behavior of all members of a society, in
particular of those in authority like the

governments or other agencies who have the
power to influence the behaviour of others.
However, human rights are not limited to
claims against the State, but to ensure just,
fair and humane treatment among people.
There is much in Indian society that is
gratuitously cruel and indefensibly unfair. India
still has to confront and discipline disturbing
areas of indifference, hostility and cruelty,
which terrorize the social landscape and are
an embarrassment to just human endeavour.
Jananeethi, therefore, has dealt with human
rights in a larger spectrum including the civic
responsibility in protecting and promoting
human rights and legal literacy.

Our mission to promote and protect
human rights in the widest sense is more
important than ever; our responsibility to act
more urgent – that while some wanted to focus
on human rights as a civil and political issue,
others wanted equal attention to economic,
social and cultural rights, complaining bitterly
that the right to vote is worth little, if their
children are hungry and do not have access
to safe water.

a)  Combat Torture:

In Challa Ramakrishna Reddy case, the
Supreme Court of India observed: “A
prisoner, be he a convict or under-trial or
detenue, does not cease to be a human being.
Even when lodged in jail, he continues to enjoy
all his fundamental rights including right to life.
On being convicted of crime and deprived of
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their liberties in accordance with the
procedure established by law, prisoners still
retain the residue of Constitutional rights”.

The spirit of law and the mind of the apex
court are made explicitly clear in the above
observation. Whether inside prison or in
police custody, a person shall not be deprived
of his guaranteed freedom save by methods
right, just and fair. Jananeethi has investigated
a few major instances of torture in police
custody and custodial death in districts of
Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram and
Kozhidode and have reported the matter to
the National Human Rights Commission for
follow up actions. Summary report of each
of them is appended as annexure to this report
(Annexure  3).

Torture and police excess can be
checked by community only when people are
made aware of their constitutional rights and
legal remedies. Therefore, Jananeethi has
organized awareness building workshops in
the rural areas in large numbers. Large boards
with inscriptions on the rights of those who
are arrested, vide Basu V/s State of West
Bengal, were installed by Jananeethi at public
places and all police stations in the district of
Thrissur. Further, Jananeethi took pains to fix
up large display boards regarding Supreme
directives on sexual harassment at work place
(Vaisakha V/s State of Rajasthan) at public
offices and institutions where large number of
women employees are engaged.

The State has an obligation not just to
investigate and punish acts of violence –
whether  perpetrated by the State or by
private parties – the State also has an
obligation to prevent gross violation of human
rights. The refusal of India to ratify the UN
Convention against torture, therefore,
becomes a culpable crime and a violation of
the Constitutional mandate. The State’s
negligence in preventing gross violation of
human rights will render the State liable for
compensation or reparation to the victim. In
the context, Jananeethi has resolved to take
up a campaign with the active support and
participation of the Members of Parliament
who are sympathetic to the cause.

i.   UN Day against torture:

The UN Day against torture, June 26,
was commemorated with the release of a book
and seminar this year. India is in the process
of revamping its criminal justice system and a
committee has been appointed under the
chairmanship of Justice V.S. Malimath. The
committee prepared a report that needs a
critical scrutiny, since the committee’s
recommendations could be potential hazards
and threats to human rights of the civilians.
The State had already demonstrated its apathy
to the rights of people enacting POTA inviting
enormous violations of rights by abuse and
misuse of power by those in authority.  In this
context, Mr. Basil Fernando, who is a close
friend of Jananeethi and Executive Director
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of Asian Human Rights Commission,
responded to Malimath committee,
and Jananeethi published it with a
title “CRIME AND JUSTICE”. It
was released on the same day along
with a seminar on the Committee’s
recommendations. The book was
released by Ms. Binu Poornamodan,
Lecturer, Law College, Thrissur and
a key-note address was delivered by
Dr.M.C.Valson, senior faculty of
Law College.

ii. Regional Conference on UN
Convention Against Torture:

A Regional Conference on the UN
Convention against torture was organized by
Jananeethi with the support of Asian Human
Rights Commission at Thrissur from 15 to 19th

August 2004. Delegates representing various
human rights organizations from States of
West Bengal,  Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry and Kerala
participated in the workshop. Basil Fernando,
Philip Setunga, and Nandana Manatunga, on
behalf of AHRC were present throughout
sharing their profound experiences in the fight
against torture in countries of South Asia.

iii. Campaign against torture: Pamphlets
in Malayalam, Tamil and Hindi:

The National Workshop on CAT at
Thrissur passed a resolution in the form of a
statement against torture. The statement called

for nation-wide campaign against torture, the
mother of all other crimes. It urged the Union
and State Governments of India to ratify the
Convention and to legislate against the
heinous torture as actionable offence. The
statement was originally drafted in English and
later it was published simultaneously in Hindi,
Malayalam and Tamil. The English version of
the statement is appended hereto as annexure
(Annexure 4).

  b) ‘Muthanga’ and after:

Jananeethi had a significant role providing
moral and physical support to the tribal
population in Wayanad following the brutal
attack by the State police on them. Jananeethi
team and office bearers visited Muthanga and
the tribal settlements in Wayanad on several
occasions and participated in agitations
organized in support of the tribals. Jananeethi
bulletins carried the matter for several months
continuously and had taken up the matter with
various national bodies for appropriate action.

Regional Conference on UN Convention Against Torture
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Understanding the content and scope of
each fundamental right, which is human right
within the Constitution, in relation to other
fundamental rights, has been found to be
instrumental for a rich and balanced
development of the fundamental rights
jurisprudence and the human person, as well.
This is achieved through education of the
public at different levels. Jananeethi has been
doing this from its beginning and the results
are very conspicuous. The efforts for making
Division XII of the Thrissur Corporation
(Mullakkara village) a legally literate zone are
progressing and while this report is being
prepared, the final steps are being completed
to declare the village as the first Legally
Literate & Litigation-free village in Kerala
State by the Chief Justice of Kerala High
Court on the 14th of August 2004. Jananeethi
congratulates itself for having been able to
organize 440 legal literacy workshops in a
village in a short span of four months.

d)Solidarity with people of Iraq:

The invasion of America and its allies in
Iraq and the war that followed evoked strong
protests all over. Jananeethi used all possible
fora to condemn the American audacity and
to express its solidarity with the people of Iraq
who were made victims of violence by super
powers. As part of its campaign against war
and human rights violations by the First World,
Jananeethi organized a signature campaign on
3.4.2003 at various centres in Thrissur city.

Jananeethi took up the issue of settling
the tribal families by reinstating them in their
alienated lands or to compensate their loss
adequately by the Government, through its
monthly bulletin. Jananeethi was involved in
the formation of Wayanad Human Rights
Forum during the strife following the police
action at Muthanga and later as a founder
member of ‘Neethivedi’ in Wayanad for
defending human rights of, and providing free
legal aid and assistance to, the poor and
marginalized sections of society.

c) Human Rights Education:

Human rights form the foundations of a
society and they are inviolable, as the society
would disintegrate if they were violated.
Hence the State authorities have the primary
responsibility of taking every measure to
realize these rights because of their command
over the resources and activities within their
area of jurisdiction. But in the human rights
discourse, all other agents are also responsible
to help and co-operate with the State and the
other agencies to fulfill these rights.

A Wounded adivasi woman in Bathery Taluk Hospital



The staff and members of Jananeethi could
collect thousands of signatures from the public
and it was sent to the Iraqi Consulate in Delhi
with a covering letter expressing our concern
for the people of Iraq and our commitment to
the restoration of civic rights and political
freedom in the land of Iraq.

e)  Anti-war campaign

Jananeethi from the beginning of war
preparations by America and its allies started
campaigning against the imperialist policies of
the super powers using its cyber space. We
hosted anti-war slogans and open criticism
against American move against Iraq on our
website and have joined all initiatives the world
over against war. Also, Jananeethi had posted
banners at strategic places publicly
condemning war and George Bush for many
months.

f)  Human Rights Day:

December 10, the International Day of
Human Rights was observed in association
with Dept. of Zoology, Sree Krishna College,
Guruvayoor in the premises of the college.
The one-day seminar on human rights was
inaugurated by Mr. K. Ravindranath, the
Principal who also presided over the function.
Advocate George Pulikuthiyil, Executive
Director of Jananeethi delivered the key note
address on international instruments of human
rights. A panel consisting of Advocate
P.P.Vineeth, Advocate Faritha Ansari, both
law officers of Jananeethi and Prof. N.N.
Gokuldas of Sree Krishna College spoke on
rights of the disabled, protective rights of
women in law and human rights of people
living with HIV/AIDS, respectively. Prof.
V.K. Vijayakumar  and Smt. E.S. Usha of
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Sree Krishna College chaired the sessions and
Prof. M. Krishnakumari welcomed the
speakers and the participants.

VI. GENDER CONCERNS

The emerging realization in the last
decade that women’s rights are human rights
has dramatically changed the interpretation of
human rights, and Jananeethi, in the context
of Kerala and particularly in the district of
Thrissur, has a legitimate reason to be gratified
over the apparently visible changes brought
in by its continuous efforts for empowerment
of women.

The UN Convention on Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
places an obligation on Government of India
to legislate for abolition of laws, customs and
practices which constitute discrimination
against women. However, India has miserably
failed to ensure one-third of seats for women
in Parliament and Assemblies, which only
indicates the absence of a political will to be
fair and just.

a)   Domestic violence:

The violence which women face, could
be domestic violence in its various
manifestations including harmful cultural or
traditional practices such as dowry or female
genital mutilation, female infanticide and
female foeticide, ‘honour’ killings, denial or
neglect of health care, sexual abuse, physical

violence, debt bondage or trafficking, women
and girls being infected with HIV/AIDS or
STD in the course of sexual abuse. In the
public domain kidnapping, rape, sexual
harassment at the workplace or anywhere
else, trafficking including sale of women and
girls in sexual slavery or hard labour are some
forms of violence that result in denial to
women of basic human rights.

Violence against women is a
manifestation of an unequal power relationship
between men and women which has led to
domination over and discrimination against
women and to the prevention of full
advancement of women. The question of
cultural relativism in the form of religious
traditions, customs or ethnic practices emerge
as stumbling blocks. Denial of rights cannot
be considered as sanction to be protected as
a part of religion or culture. Jananeethi has
faced the wrath of male chauvinists on many
occasions, particularly during the year under
report while its study on the Dowry System
in Kerala was in progress, only because
Jananeethi believed - and continues to believe
- that women’s right to self assertion, dignity,
and freedom of choice are non-negotiable.

Violence against women is perpetrated
by private actors often in the privacy of the
home. Unfortunately violence by private
actors has not been a matter of concern to
the human rights community. Jananeethi has
always fought for it. Three of our field staff
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have been spared for facts finding assignments
and to accompany women-victims to
appropriate police stations / women cell. The
recent legislation by our Parliament against
domestic violence is a welcome move.
Among many other national NGOs who have
campaigned for the same, Jananeethi has
played its role.

b) Empowerment of Women:

Ignorance of law, international human
rights instruments and the possibility of their
enforcement and lack of social and economic
independence   make it extremely difficult for
women to access justice. The women also
have difficulty in dealing with the law
enforcement machinery.  The police are often
not interested in registering a case of domestic
violence treating it as a domestic personal affair
rather than an offence. Crimes against women
are also in many cases investigated on a low

priority basis, thus leading to loss of impor-
tant evidence particularly in cases of rape or
sexual assault.

Jananeethi has great satisfaction over the
remarkable improvements that have been
demonstrated by the women who, when
approached Jananeethi for the first time, were
timid and obsessed with fear complexes. They
are evidently bold and assertive on their
legitimate rights and constitutional privileges.
Their leadership skills have improved and they
have proved to be good event managers and

Women Addressed by Jananeethi

2003-2004
48%

2001-2002
13%

2002-2003
39%

22campaign against dowry
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programme co-coordinators. Jananeethi,
therefore, has fielded its women staff to su-
pervise and manage the new social experi-
ment for creating a ‘crime-free’ village involv-
ing the prospective women leaders of the lo-
cal community.

c) Women’s Day:

March 8, the International Day of
Women was observed with a variety of pro-
grammes by Jananeethi conducted at differ-
ent places in the Corporation. A photo –
poster exhibition was arranged by Mrs. K.K.
Radhamany, Advocate Faritha Ansari, E
Jayasree, Naveenachandran and Sudevan at
Thottappady in the Division XII of the Cor-
poration. The photos and posters demon-
strated different dimensions of gender violence
and sexual discriminations in society. It also
invited spontaneous discussions and debates
which further helped to elaborate the wom-
en’s legal rights and constitutional privileges.
Jananeethi also organized gender workshops
in many institutions on offences against
women and legal remedies in respective situ-
ations.

d) PNDT Workshops:

VHAI through its Kerala partner the
Kerala Voluntary Health Services had
entrusted with Jananeethi to organize series
of workshops at different centres in Thrissur
revenue district on the abuses and violations
of pre-natal diagnosis techniques.
Jananeethi conducted thirty workshops
mainly for young women and health

workers. These workshops were intended for
disseminating the dangers and legal
implications involved in the wrong and illegal
practices for sexual preferences.

e) Study on the Dowry System in Kerala:

Jananeethi, with financial assistance from
the American Centre in New Delhi, conducted
a survey and study on the prevailing practices
of dowry among different communities in the
14 revenue districts of Kerala State. The
study was completed in December 2003 and
a detailed report was published in February
2004. The study report was widely applauded
and there are several media reports on the
same both in India and abroad. Several local
agencies facilitated for the successful
completion of the study on dowry. Kairos
(Kannur), Sreyas (Sultan Bathery),
Vimalalayam (Ernakulam), KIDS
(Kottappuram), ASSS (Alappuzha),
VOSARD (Kumily), SAKHI
(Thiruvananthapuram), MMS
(Bharananganam) are among those who
generously rendered help for the study.

International Women’s Day : Poster Exhibition
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However, the State as well as the society of
elders in India appears to be abysmally
ignorant of this fact.

a) Child Labour / Bonded Labour

Children are the dawn of humanity and
hopes of nation’s future. Due to their
vulnerability and dependence they are
exploited by unscrupulous economic forces,
resulting in the pernicious practice of child
labour that nonetheless is bonded labour,
which undoubtedly obstructs the process of
blossoming of children into able and healthy
citizens enjoying the blessings of liberty.

The magnitude of the problem of child
labour is alarming, as the estimated population
of child labour in India is 44 million (44–100
million as referred by the Supreme Court
in M.C.Metha V/s State of Tamilnadu, AIR
1982 SC 1473). This calls for a big role of
the State and voluntary agencies. The neglect
of girl child because of long standing gender
bias and the practice of child prostitution have
unravelled the dimensions of gender justice

f) Women in distress
(Short-stay homes):

Women, battered and assaulted by
their male counterparts or in-laws, quite
often approach Jananeethi in dire need
and request for a place for safe stay. Each
case is singular in nature and extremely
grave taking into account the
circumstances. Many of them just
escaped from an impending danger to
their lives. Good many of them were chased
by their assailants. There is great risk in
providing them shelter and protection.. But
Jananeethi has always volunteered its best
services to women in distress and have always
defended such women. There are few
institutions, whose names are not disclosed
here for obvious reasons that have extended
full support and help to Jananeethi as short
stay homes for those women in utter crisis.
Even Kerala police had handed girl victims
of gang rape and sex scandals to the custody
of Jananeethi in full confidence. We place on
record our sheer indebtedness to those
institutions which provide us timely services
as and when called for.

VII. CHILD RIGHTS

The UN Convention on Child Rights
(CRC) of 1989 has recognized four sets of
basic rights of children. They are – right to
survival, right to protection, right to
development and right to participate.

Hon. Mr. Justice R. Basant inaugurates  PNDT Workshop
series
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actions needed in the matter of child care and
welfare.

Jananeethi was required to interfere in
the reporting year in six cases  of child / bonded
labour and also a few instances of child abuse.
Experience tells us that those in authority, civil
authorities and law implementing agencies, are
badly in need of correct perspectives and
motivation thereof in defending the rights of
children.

b) Child Victims of violence, corruption
and calamities:

Children who are affected and victimized
by reasons unknown to them are reported
from all parts of the State. Children of sexual
minorities, commercial sex workers, HIV/
AIDS patients, broken families, victims of /
parties to communal riots, convicted
prisoners, under-trials and unwed mothers are
those who need to be attended to by the
society. Neither the government nor the local
bodies have any plan of action to take care

of the education, health and welfare of
such children. Jananeethi is often held
up in dilemma as it has no resource to
provide care and support to these
children.

c) Child Abuse:

Instances of child abuse by
members of family or elders of the
society are escalating day by day.
Children are not able to withstand the

hostile situations at home and in the institutions.
Jananeehti, being a voluntary society, has
many handicaps in handling such cases. The
greatest risk is the security of the children.
The vulnerability of children will result in
shifting their moods and oral statements to the
favour of the offenders who naturally will
influence the police and other law enforceable
agencies like the prosecutors and judicial
officers.  There are instances where mothers
are also involved in such abuses of children.

d) City Level Forum

Jananeethi is an executive member at the
City Level Foum of officials and voluntary
agencies constituted by Thrissur Corporation
with its Mayor as its chairperson to monitor
and look in to problems of street children in
the city of Thrissur. The Probation Officer is
the convenor of the Forum. The members of
the Forum meet at regular intervals to discuss
problems and possible solutions relating to
street children. Advocate Faritha Ansari, Law
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Officer of Jananeethi represents Jananeethi at
the Forum and actively got involved in the
activities of the Forum.

VIII. ENVIRONMENT: ALTERNATE
REPORTS

a) Plachimada re-visited:

Before any other organization or
agencies stepped in the struggle of the people
of Plachimada, in Palakkad district against the
giant Coco Cola factory, Jananeethi early in
2002 had visited the site and made substantial
studies with respect to the quality of the
product, the toxicity of the slurry, the alarming
situations of pollution and water contamination,
and other violations of environment and land
laws by the company. It was published on
the web site of Jananeethi at
www.jananeethi.org . The factory had refused
to visit the factory premises. After a year
Jananeethi team again visited the place and
spent a day with the agitating public. The
factory management reluctantly allowed us to
enter into the compound though it was under
strict surveillance. We were not allowed to
take samples of water and soil for tests. The
factory administration miserably failed to
provide satisfactory answers to our many
questions. A third visit was also carried out
by Jananeethi team to get apprised of the
situations with respect to the farming
community and villagers. Sequels to the
original report  were published subsequently.

b)  Vagamon Report:

The wide-spread encroachment of the
‘dream land’ of the high ranges in Kerala and
the grassy meadows of Vagamon were very
much in news following the Global Investors
Meet in Kerala. A team of subject experts
representing Jananeethi including scientists Dr.
Francis Xavier, Dr. Gigi K. Joseph, Dr. Jomy
Augustin, Advocate George Pulikuthiyil,
A.B.Prasad, Ajayakumar Meleveettil, T.K.
Naveenachandran and K.K. Sudevan were
in the panel. Members of Gandhi Yuva
Mandalam and environmental activists under
the leadership of Mr. Eby Emmanuel, Mr.
Sunny Paikada, Ms. Susan Kottukappully and
Dr. Hilda also joined the Jananeethi team in
the course of the study. Jananeethi prepared
a detailed report of the study and called for a
press conference at Thrissur to announce the
results of the study. An abridged version of
the report is appended here as annexure
(Annexure 5), while the full report is available
at www.jananeethi.org

Plachimada  revisited
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c) Vagamon Day:

Subsequent to the press conference and
wide media exposure of the gross violations
of human and environmental rights at
Vagamon, a Vagamon Day was specially
observed at Thrissur with photo exhibition and
seminar conducted at Sahitya Academy
auditorium by Jananeethi. The panoramic
views of the exotic natural resources spread
over the  largest grass land in Asia were
photographed by Mr. Ajayakumar
Meleveettil of Jananeethi and the exhibition
was inaugurated by the celebrated poet and
chairman of Jananeethi, Prof. K.G.Sankara
Pillai, on 3.11.2003. Large number of people
from different parts of the State viewed the
show and in the after noon a public meeting
was also held at the academy hall that was
inaugurated by eminent artist and literary critic
Mr. M.V. Devan. The Vagamon Day was

organized in association with All India Radio,
Thrissur.

Following the Vagamon Day in Thrissur,
the Kerala Yuva Gandhi Mandalm initiated
series of exhibitions and panel discussions /
workshops at various places in Kottayam and
Idukki districts using the photographs
developed by Jananeethi. This has evoked
great interest in different sections of society
on the importance of retaining Vagamon in all
its celebrity and profundity.

d) Air, water and soil – wealth in Public
Trust:

On both occasions, in the case of Coco
Cola at Plachimada and Vagamon, Jananeethi
raised the legal question of ‘wealth held in
Public Trust’. Later, the Honourable High
Court of Kerala in WP (C) No  34292/2003

27
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(G) has pronounced one of its landmark
judgments in recent times whereby the
Honourable court has confirmed the Doctrine
of Public Trust in protecting natural resources
like water, air and soil. The public and more
especially those in power are under
constitutional mandate to preserve and protect
common wealth for the use and enjoyment of
the community. Those who fail to adhere to
this rule are liable to be prosecuted and
punished.

e) World Environment Day:

June 5, the World Environment Day, was
observed at Jananeethi with variety of
programmes. More than 300 siblings of shade
trees were planted in the forenoon on the
banks of the public streets with the active
participation of Jananeethi executive and
working staff, students & staff from Salsaby
School, Mundoor; CMS School, Thrissur
and Kasthurba Gandhi Education Trust and
Autorikshaw Swatantra Thozhilali Union,
Thrissur. Honourable District & Sessions
Judge of Thrissur Mr. James Murickan
inaugurated the planting of siblings. The
corporation Mayor, Deputy Mayor and other
dignitaries including Board Members of
Jananeethi voluntarily joined the activists
offering themselves in planting and watering
tree-siblings. This was followed by a random
survey on sound pollution being caused by
vehicles on the TB Road and Swaraj Round.
The survey and its analysis was carried out
by the expert advice of the Kerala Pollution

Control Board which was also morally duty-
bound to contain atrocities against women and
girl children

f)  Talk Show on television:

Dr. Francis Xavier, member of the Board
and joint secretary of Jananeethi and who
heads to all environmental expeditions of
Jananeethi, was invited by Jeevan  TV for a
live talk show on issues related environment
and ecology. The programme was much
appreciated and had been rated very high by
the public. Dr. Francis, author of several
books on animals and environment, was also
invited by All India Radio to present a talk on
Environmental conservation through people’s
participation.

H
o

n
o

u
ra

b
le

 D
is

tr
ic

t 
&

 S
e

ss
io

n
s 

Ju
d

g
e

 o
f 

T
h

ri
ss

u
r 

M
r.

 J
a

m
e

s
M

u
ri

ck
a

n
 i

n
a

u
g

u
ra

te
d

  
p

la
n

tin
g

 o
f 

si
b

lin
g

s



29

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

g) Vigil Groups:

Jananeethi has initiated formation of
youth groups in the Division XII of Thrissur
Corporation for guarding the public space in
each area like public streets, canals, sewage
water and drainage always in proper
condition.  They will also organize community
actions for cleaning common places and for
community celebrations like children’s sports
and cultural events. They will offer volunteer
services as required in emergency situations
for geriatric care, attending the terminally ill
and providing shelter for victims of torture and
domestic violence.

IX. INTERNS

Jananeethi had the privilege of being
approached by prestigious institutions like the
National Law School of India University,
Bangalore; the West Bengal National
University of Juridical Sciences, Culcutta; the
National Law University, Hyderabad and the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences as well as
universities or academies abroad to provide
space for their pupils in socio-legal
involvements. Jananeethi has always
welcomed such initiatives and has opened its
facilities to many young, talented and brilliant
students who stayed with us from 6 to 12
weeks. They have left with us sweet memories
and continue their contacts. Two of them, Ms
Parvathy Menon and Ms Sheena Cherian,
have written short notes on their experience
in Jananeehti and are appended to this report

as annexure (Annexure 6). We always treas-
ure their friendships and enjoy their company
as they keep visiting us occasionally.

X. NETWORKING / ALLIANCES

a) Local NGOs:

Voluntary Organizations and NGOs that
are having their areas of activities in Kerala
like SAKHI, Anweshi, Sreevedi, CPCK-
FORUM,  KVHS, SEVA, Janasamskara,
Chetana Film Academy, Thrissur Law
College, Me & You Communications,
Mithranikethan, Chalakudy Puzha
Samrakshana Samithy, Neethi Vedi, Sreyas,
Kairos, Vosard, Alappuzha Social Service
Society, Kottappuram Integral Development
Society and Thanal (Chavakkad) have good
working relationships with Jananeethi.

b)  National NGOs:

Among those organizations / agencies
which are having good institutional
relationships with Jananeethi at national level
are the following: Human Rights Law
Network, UNFPA, Communalism Combat,
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative,
International Court of Criminal Justice – India,
Visthar, IWID,  National Alliance of Women
Organisation (NAWO), SAHRDC, People’s
Union for Civil Liberties, Amnesty
International – India, National Judicial
Academy, People’s Watch - Tamilnadu, and
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation.
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c) International Alliances:

Jananeethi has good and healthy
relationships / working partnerships /
institutional contacts with several international
bodies / institutions / NGOs / People’s
Movements. They are: Asian Human Rights
Commission, Asian Legal Services Centre
(both based in Hong Kong), Rule of Centre
(Colombo), Kerala Partnership (UK), Setik
(Kandy), Interights (UK), Minority Rights
Group (UK), Amnesty International, Human
Rights Watch, Creative Exchange (UK), and
Jananeethi Fellowships at London,
Birmingham, Portsmouth, Colchestor, Milton
Keynes, Coventry and Southampton in
United Kingdom.

XI. MAITHRI renamed as
JANANEETHI HELPLINE

Jananeethi started in 2000 its services
for the suicidal and mentally disturbed persons
under the guidance and working model of
‘Befrienders India’. It took the name
MAITHRI to help people identify the nature
of services, as suicide prevention services
were being provided in Kochi under the same
banner of MAITHRI since 1995. The work
culture of Jananeethi as organized initiative for
action in defence of the victims of torture and
violations of rights could not tally with the strict
policy of non-interference by Befrienders
India. The matter was discussed by the Board
of Directors of Jananeethi and our assessment

of Maithri services during past three years
were far from satisfactory. Hence it was
resolved by the Board to discontinue Maithri
and to reopen services for the protection and
promotion of people’s RIGHT TO LIVE
under JANANEETHI HELPLINE.
Jananeethi, ever since, continues its
commitments to the people in distress as part
of its integrated programme for prevention of
suicides. It involves consultation, counselling,
legal aid, legal action, medical assistance,
short-stay home services, rehabilitation,
lobbying with civil and political authorities and
advocacy for policy reforms. The services are
being received by those who are mentally in
distress, physically and sexually assaulted
women, ill treated parents and old aged,
neglected children, victims of rape or / and
HIV /AIDS, terminally ill and dying, unwed
mothers and so on.

XII. PUBLICATIONS

i) Crime and Justice:

Jananeethi published a critique of
Malimath Committee Recommendations for
criminal justice administration in India. The
Committee was appointed by the Government
of India during the BJP regime for improving
the justice administration under criminal
jurisprudence. However, the so-called
‘recommendations’ of the Committee appear
to be alarming and embarrassing to the human
rights community and Mr.Basil Fernando,
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Rights Fund was magnifi-
cently sympathetic to
Jananeethi sponsoring the
cost of production of such
a publication. The book
was published at a meet-
ing organized on 5.7.03 at
Govt. Law College by
Jananeethi. Honourable
Mr. Justice K.A.Abdul
Gafoor, Senior Judge of
Kerala High Court and
Executive Chairman of

State Legal Services Authority released the
book giving it to three representatives of the
general public, Mrs. K. Padmavathy, Mem-
ber of Thiruvillamala Panchayath, Mr. K.K.
Kuttan, social worker and Mr. Varghese,
Secretary of Autorikshaw Swathanthra
Thozhilali Union. Honourable Mr. Justice R.
Basant of Kerala High Court delivered the
keynote address on the relevance of legal lit-
eracy in a democratic State. Prof. K.G.
Sankara Pillai, Chairman of Jananeethi pre-
sided over the meeting and Prof. Rita, Princi-
pal of Law College and Advocate T.K.
Sasindran, President of Thrissur Bar Asso-
ciation  and Mr V.P. Lison, Chairman of stu-
dents’ union of Law college spoke on the
occasion.

iii) Multi-lingual folders on torture pre-
vention:

The statement released on the final day
of Jananeethi – AHRC joint workshop in

Executive Director of Asian Human Rights
Commission and eminent human rights activist
and author of many publications, prepared the
critique and Jananeethi published it with a title
‘Crime and Justice’. The book was much
appreciated by distinguished jurists and
lawyers all over the country. The chairman of
Law Commission of India himself wrote to
Jananeethi asking more copies of the book
for distribution among its members.

ii) ‘Niyamaprakaram’ (Structures of
Law):

It was a long cherished desire of
Jananeethi to publish a hand book on
elementary laws for the common man / woman
who is unable to understand the dos and
don’ts in law. Jananeethi wanted to enable
them to help themselves by placing a
comprehensive collection of essential laws in
printed format and in layman’s language. This
was possible when the Norwegian Human

Honourable Mr. Justice K.A.Abdul Gafoor released the book ‘Niyamaprakaram’
giving it to Mr. Varghese, Secretary of Autorikshaw Swathanthra Thozhilali Union.
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Thrissur on CAT (Convention against torture)
was translated into Hindi, Tamil and
Malayalam taking the importance of the
subject into account and published from
Thrissur. Hundreds of copies of the same are
in circulation among NGOs and Law Centres
abroad.

iv). Jananeethi Profile:

Jananeethi was much applauded as it
emerged from its inadequacy of showing its
own ideals and activities to its visiting
benefactors and faculty members. This was
done through the good work of Dr. Francis
Xavier, Associate Professor, College of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences, KAU,
Mannuthy and a member of the Board of
Directors of Jananeethi. The short film made
by Dr. Francis Xavier on behalf of Jananeethi
runs about 25 minutes and explains a ‘day in
Jananeethi’ with focus on its vision and work-
style. The film was much appreciated both in
India and abroad.

v) Beyond the borders: Jananeethi news
bulletin for overseas friends:

Many of our friends and well wishers
abroad were curious to know and follow our
activities. Hence in November 2003
Jananeethi started an English bulletin of
Jananeethi activities and services exclusively
meant for our partners and collaborators
abroad. Copies of the bulletin were printed
and distributed among our friends by
respective groups.

In addition to the English edition of
Jananeethi news bulletin, Jananeethi monthly
bulletin in Malayalam was made available on
e-mail from January 2004 to our Malayalee
friends who have access to e-mail facilities.
This has made communication much easier
and fast.

vi) Jananeethi Monthly Journal

Jananeethi journal started in 1993 as a
quarterly and became a monthly from 1996.
It is still being published without fail. The
Editorial Committee is doing a commentable
job in bringing it out every month without
compromising its quality. Many of our
concerns are highlighted and presented to the
public through the bulletin. The manager of
St.Mary’s printing press Mr. Zevi Varghese,
the main composer and page maker Mr. Soj
Lowrance and their companions are also
remembered here with sincere gratitude for
their service and understanding.

vii)   www.jananeethi.org:

Jananeethi has developed its own
website since 1999 and has enriched it
substantially over the years. Efforts have been
made to update it at regular intervals. Thanks
to the dedicated services of Dr. Francis
Xavier and technical expertise and good will
of our benefactors in the US, Dr. E.
Sagathevan and  Mr. Sunil Mathen, the site
has attracted many viewers across the globe.
Dr. Sagathevan who is based in United States
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has voluntarily donated 450 MB space for
Jananeethi. He closely monitors and updates
Jananeethi site. We place on record our
appreciation and indebtedness to him. The
services of  Mr. A.B. Prasad and Ms. T.G.
Prabha are also gratefully acknowledged.

XIII.  RECEPTION to Mr. T. HARIDAS

Mr. Thottumury Haridas, Member of the
Board of Directors of Jananeethi Institute, who
won Global Award from Government of India
and State Awards for his magnificent services
for the promotion of Kerala Culture in
Western Europe was given a warm reception
at Jananeethi on 30th of August 2003. The
Chairman of Jananeethi, Prof. K.G. Sankara
Pillai together with the Members of the Board
and Executive Committee, the working staff
and friends of Jananeethi were invited to
felicitate  Mr.Haridas who has contributed
much for the promotion of Jananeethi ideals
in the West. Prof. Sankara Pillai spoke on
the occasion and introduced Jananeethi
activities to Mr.Haridas who expressed his
highest appreciation for the humanitarian
activities of Jananeethi.

XIV.  JANANEETHI DAY

As usual, 30th December 2003, the 12th

birth day of Jananeethi  was observed with
due importance. The new project for a
‘Crime-free Society’ was launched on the day
by Honourable Mr. Justice K.A. Abdul

Gafoor, the Senior Judge of Kerala High
Court and Executive Chairman of KSLSA
was the chief guest of the day. Dr. K.N.
Panikkar, Vice Chancellor of Sree
Sankaracharya Sanskrit University and
Chairman of Jananeethi Institute presided
over the meeting. The District and Sessions
Judge of Thrissur Mr. James Murickan, the
Mayor of Thrissur Corporation Mr. K.
Radhakrishnan, the DIG of Central Range Mr.
Y. Anilkumar, the District Collector Dr. V.M.
Gopala Menon, the DSP of Thrissur Mr. G.
Janardhanan Nair, Prof. K.G. Sankara Pillai
and a large crowd of distinguished guests and
friends of Jananeethi from the locality and
other places attended the function, which was
organized in the premises of Jananeethi
Institute, Mullakkara, Mannuthy, Thrissur.

Mr. T. Haridas speaks



ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

34

XV. CONFERENCES  WORKSHOPS /
PRESENTATIONS

Prof. K.G. Sankara Pillai, Chairman of
Jananeethi and Advocate Ms. Jasmine
Joseph, senior law officer of Jananeethi visited
Sri Lanka for a week on special invitation by
our friends in Sri Lanka. The trip was
sponsored by the Asian Human Rights
Commission, Hong Kong. Prof. Sankara Pillai
and Ms. Jasmine attended various workshops
and conferences in Kandy, and Colombo, and
visited organizations ‘Janasansadaya’, SETIK
and PAT. A brief report by them on their visit
has been attached to this report as annexure
(Annexure 7).

Jananeethi was again invited to Sri Lanka
for further interactions and deliberations. In

the result of the deliberations, a society was
formed under the title  ‘Rule of Law Centre’
in Colombo. The new society is intended to
be a platform of India, Sri Lanka,
Bangaladesh, Thailand and Nepal for joint
activities in the area of torture prevention and
human rights promotion. Jananeethi is a
member of the Executive Body representing
India.

George Pulikuthiyil, Executive Director
of Jananeethi, visited UK during October –
December 2003 and Hong Kong during
January 2004. His UK trip was sponsored
by our friends in Portsmouth and Hong Kong
trip by the Asian Human Rights Commission.
In UK, advocate George spoke to various
groups at Birmingham, Coventry, Milton
Keynes, Colchester, Cambridge,
Southampton and London on Jananeethi
programmes and screened video film
‘Jananeethi Profile’. He was invited to Hong
Kong by AHRC as resource person to
participate in a South Asia Workshop on Rule
of Law and Human Rights.

Advocates Sini and Saji Joseph attended
a National Workshop organized by IWID
(Initiatives by Women in Development) at
Chennai from 19th to 22nd Feb.2004 on
Women and Housing.  The workshop was
organized for activists organizations and
agencies.

Advocates P. Krishnakumar and Sojan
Job were delegates on behalf of Jananeethi

Dr. K.N. Panikkar  delivers presidential address



35

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

at the national workshop organized at United
Theological College, Bangalore by National
Alliance of Women Organisations (NAWO)
from 12th to 16th March 2004. The workshop
was principally intended for advocates who
work among marginalized sections of society
and are engaged in legal aid services.

Advocate Sini Saji and Ms Jincy Joseph
represented Jananeethi at the national
workshop organized by SAKHI, our
networking partner organization in
Thiruvananthapuram, on 23rd to 25th March
2004. The subject of discussion was Kerala
Development – A Feminist Perspective.

Advocate Sini Saji was also delegate to
a one-day consultation on Women’s Rights
as Human Rights at Ernakulam on 13th
January 2004. The consultation was
organized by Human Rights Law Network
and Cultural Academy for Peace. Carolyn
Cohen from Columbia University and Dr.
Ramola Joseph from St. Theresa’s, Ernakulam
were resource persons of the consultation.

XVI. FEED-BACKS

Jananeethi believes in self-improvisation
by referring to the feedbacks of our clientele,
former colleagues, our visitors, and the interns
who work with Jananeethi for short periods.
Hence from  this year onwards we wish to
include as part of this annual report the views,
experiences and comments of those who have
received our services as well as those who
have worked in Jananeethi either as member
of staff or an intern and those who have been
to Jananeethi or have learned about Jananeethi
from its relevant documents. Their views as
short notes are appended to this report as
annexure (Annexure 6).

XVII. JANANEETHI STAFF

The reporting year has witnessed the
largest number of staff in the office. The law
faculty of Jananeethi consisted of Advocates
Jasmine Joseph, P.P. Vineeth, Faritha Ansari,
Sini Saji, P. Krishnakumar and Sojan Job,
while Advocates Bijo Francis, Seby J. Pullely,
Saji Joseph, Aji S., E.S. Suresh and Jijo Paul
extended their legal support and assistance
from outside on request. Smt. K.K.
Radhamani, Smt. E. Jayasree, Ms. Jincy
Joseph, Ms. Manju John, Shri. T.K.
Naveenachandran, Shri. K.K. Sudevan, and
Shri. A.R. Johnson  formed the project staff
and field officers, while Shri. M.N. Suresh
Babu and Shri. P.P. Francis were exclusively
entrusted with the accounting and

From the South Asia Workshop on Rule of Law and Human Rights
- Hong Kong
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documentation, and Smt. Elsy Tony, Shri. B.
Abith and Shri. M.Ratheesh Kumar attended
the chores of the office and Jananeethi
Institute. Shri. N. Subramannian, Advocate
E.V. Joshy, Shri. A.B. Prasad, Shri. V.V.
Ganesh and Ms. T. Jyothi discontinued their
services for personal reasons. Shri.Boldrin
Michael worked for Jananeethi for a short
period as investigator of torture cases and has
terminated his active involvements in
Jananeethi to complete his postgraduate
studies. Mr.B.Prasanth worked for a short
while on a specific assignment of preparing a
shadow report to be submitted to the UN on
human rights violations. He had to wind up
the work because  our liaison in the UN did
not progress as we had hoped for. The
inspiring presence and charisma of our
beloved chairman Prof. K.G. Sankarapillai,
the most celebrated poet and icon of
humanistic culture, guided Jananeethi to
dignified ethical and aesthetic heights.  Dr.
George Mathen regularly checked the
accounts and has given proper directions to

the concerned staff while Dr.Francis Xavier
attended to the web management and cyber
relations. Prof. M.P. Antoney, Prof. N.N.
Gokuldas, Engineers Paul Joseph
Kattookaran and P.O. Thomas, Prof. E.H.
Devi, Advocate Johnson Ainikal, Smt. K.R.
Indira, Shri. Ajayakumar Meleveetil, Shri.
P.N. Gopikrishnan and Shri. P.S.
Manojkumar were always available at
Jananeethi ready to undertake any
responsibility voluntarily and with dedication.
Jananeethi owes very very much to them for
what Jananeethi is today.

XVIII. JANANEETHI INSTITUTE

Ms. Vaishna Roy, Associate Editor of
OUTLOOK money magazine and a versatile
writer on environmental topics, has joined
Jananeethi Institute as a member of its Board
of Directors. Jananeethi Institute, with
Dr.K.N.Panikkar as its Chairman, has held
four Board Meetings during the year under
report and is in the process of designing a
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concrete plan of action in pursuant of its
declared objectives.

The first building on the campus has been
completed and will be fully furnished in a few
weeks from now. It will be dedicated for the
services of the Institute. A detailed Master
Plan for the Jananeethi campus is under way.
Mr.Lijo Jose, a distinguished, young  prolific
architect, has volunteered to prepare the plan
free of cost. Separate report of the Institute
will be ready for submission shortly as per
the requirement of the Registration of Societies
Act.

XIX.  PROJECTS

Jananeethi was involved mainly in two
projects during the year under report. A Study
of Dowry System in Kerala, which was
sponsored by the Federal Grants of the
American Centre in New Delhi, was
completed in December 2003 and its final
report together with its statements of accounts
was submitted to the Centre in February
2004.

The second and the
current project by the Federal
Grants is for Jananeethi
Programmes for Freedom
from Litigation and
Sustainable Development. It
aims at a Crime-free Society,
which may sound quite
‘Utopian’. However,

Jannaeethi honestly believes that with people’s
participation nothing is ‘Utopian’, and a crime-
free society will emerge as a reality provided
we succeed in organizing people and their
resources.

XX. FUNDS

The major source of funds for the
Jananeethi programmes in the reporting year
was the Federal Grant sanctioned from the
American Centre, New Delhi. An amount of
Rs. 881100.00 was sanctioned for the Study
on Dowry System in Kerala, which was partly
expended during this reporting year. The
current project expects a total expenditure of
Rs23.5 lakhs, of which a proportionate
amount will be utilized during the period under
report. Detailed statements on income and
expenditure is given below for verification.

Benefactors and  friends of Jananeethi,
in India and abroad, were also sources of
support, though not on a large scale. The
Asian Human Rights Commission, Jananeethi

Allocation of Funds in Jananeethi during 2003-2004
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friends in UK (Mr. T. Haridas, Dr. P.M.
George, Dr. Omana Thachil, Dr. V.T. Jose,
Rev. Richard Maniak, Ms. Helen G. Gould,
Mrs. Eleanor, Sr. Bernadite and Community,
and friends of Advocate George Pulikuthiyil)
were profoundly generous in supporting
Jananeethi activities by contributing their might
in their own way.

We also had to depend on interest-free
loans in emergency situations. We remain very
grateful to our sympathizers and well wishers
who never said ‘NO’ to any of our requests.
Jananeethi could not have been alive and
active without their timely intervention and
support.

XXI.  STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
AND BALANCE SHEET

 Audit Report and Balance Sheet of
2003-2004 are appended to this report as
annexutre (Annexutre 10).

XXII. CONCLUSION

We live in an era when war, terror and
threats of political violence have become a
much greater part of many people’s lives, an
era when inaction is not an option. Political
struggle is not primarily a contest of arms or
economic struggle. It is a contest of wills in
which one side seeks to impose its will on the
other. But no matter how powerful the Global
Empire Builders’ means of military, economic
and cultural power, they can never be sure of
succeeding because political opposition also
depends on something they cannot control –
the determination and will of people to resist,
founded on their own intellectual and moral
resources. This resistance of the civil society
is expressed through a myriad  means aiming
to empower them for self-assertion and self-
reliance. Beneath every activity, every
assignment, every plan of action for the future
Jananeethi had this agenda and we believe
that it has been serving this purpose dutifully
and with diligence for the people and the
nation.

“O! it is excellent
To have a giant’s strength

But it is tyrannous
To use it like a giant”.

William Shakespeare

       in Measure for Measure

Thrissur, George Pulikuthiyil
September 19, 2004. Executive Director
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Background & objectives:

Kerala has always been considered one of the
most advanced States in India with respect to
development indexes. ‘Kerala Model’ devel-
opment was much talked about in India and
outside more importantly from its political angle.
‘Family’ was viewed as the most flamboyant
‘blessing’ of Kerala society. Every Keralite
takes pride and becomes exuberantly vocal in
discourses on ‘family’ as a value. Factually
and frankly this was contradicted in Jananeethi
as there were thousands of Jananeethi inter-
ventions in last one decade where Jananeethi
staff had to rush to the rescue of women who
had been brutally and cruelly beaten up, physi-
cally tortured, sexually abused and morally
annihilated by their husbands and husbands’
families. The evil practice of dowry and dowry
related disputes and dissensions have taken
lives of thousands of women, and millions are
doomed to live in utter agony and indignation
for the sake of ‘family’. It was in this context
Jananeethi undertook this study on dowry in
Kerala.

 The study was conceived and designed to
document the practice of dowry and its reper-
cussions in society and families in particular in
the State of Kerala. The extent of its preva-
lence among different populations and religious

ANNEXURES

ANNEXURE  1

SUMMARY REPORT OF THE   STUDY ON DOWRY SYSTEM IN KERALA

denominations; the historical, socio-cultural and
ethnic factors that accentuated, promoted and
perpetuated the practice of dowry; the colos-
sal failure of the Dowry Prevention Act 1961
in curbing the evil practice of dowry; the in-
herent male domination and gender discrimi-
nation in Kerala society that have been nur-
tured by religions indoctrinations and ritualistic
practices; prospects of developing alternatives
to counter the problem of dowry were also
among the objectives of the study.

Methodology:

A random survey among 3930 people in 14
districts of Kerala was conducted. A printed
questionnaire was used to collect and codify
the responses of the people. The questionnaire
was prepared with an assumption that dowry
is widely been practiced. Hence each ques-
tion was further sub-divided into several ques-
tions to elicit answers on the diverse dimen-
sions of dowry. The respondents were belong-
ing to three segments, namely (i) young women
of  17-35 years; (ii) Young men of 20-40 years
and (iii) parents of 45 years and above. They
were broadly classified as Christians, Hindus
and Muslims, having educational status as to
that  of primary, secondary, university and pro-
fessional levels, having placed themselves at
low, average and high financial positions, and
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identifying themselves as labourers, self-em-
ployed and government servants.

The study was complete with three stages,
namely an opinion survey by filling the ques-
tionnaire preceded by a short discourse on the
legal rights and wrongs in the case of dowry;
conducting Focus Group Discussions (FGD)
based on the stamped impressions and vexed
ideas of women and men on dowry, and finally
organizing Regional Workshops at three major
regional centres intended for vibrant groups
such as activists, social workers, feminists,
academics, journalists, NGO representatives,
institutional heads and human rights defend-
ers.

Results / Findings:

The findings from the study may be summed
up as follows: (i) Dowry is widely been prac-
ticed in Kerala society, (ii) the people of Kerala,
irrespective of their religious, educational, fi-
nancial and occupational status or affiliation
condone, if not openly promote, dowry though
all of them are quite aware of its disastrous
repercussions; (iii) the higher is the educational
status, the greater is the expectancy / demand
of dowry, (iv) many affluent societies / fami-
lies justify dowry for not giving equal share of
the ancestral property to female members of
the family, (v) very few women only believe
that dowry should remain as their asset and
that it should not be claimed by husband / hus-
bands’ family; (vi) religions, political organiza-
tions, people’s movements and voluntary agen-
cies have not been able to bring control / re-
straint on dowry, rather they directly or indi-

rectly facilitated for its continuance, and (vii)
the evil consequences of dowry ruin several
families, it causes stumbling blocks for the fu-
ture of the younger one’s at home, it cuts the
bride’s relationship with her own family and
that it often ends up in suicide or homicide of
the bride.

Conclusion:

Dowry has been approved as integral compo-
nent of marriage as an institution. However its
modes of expressions vary from people to
people, depending their educational, occupa-
tional, cultural, regional and ethnic back-
grounds. Dowry in cash and gold (ornaments)
occupy either first or second priority for all
sections of society – young and old, women
and men, rural and urban, higher and lower
education groups as well. However, young men
and young women preferred vehicles as a third
priority while the parents would go for landed
property or a residential house, instead.

The greed and avarice of people and demand
for dowry are very much related. Higher edu-
cation and occupation of higher positions in
society have not been able to bring change in
the attitude towards dowry. Marriage is viewed
at as an opportunity to enhance the material
wealth of the husband’s family. This has an
adverse effect on the education of female chil-
dren. Because if they are educated, naturally
they should look for an equally educated or
better educated male partner who will surely
expect a higher amount as dowry. Hence par-
ents of low income groups refuse to give bet-
ter education to their daughters while they are
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ready to sacrifice to any extent for their son’s
best education.

Apparent difference was noticed in the case
of different income groups. It was so found
that young men and young women of low in-
come groups were much concerned of dowry,
where as it was not that strong in the case of
their counter parts in the middle income and
higher income groups. But in the case of par-
ents, the situation was quite different. Parents
of lower income and higher income groups
were more insistent on dowry while it was not
the case with middle income group.

Further, demand of dowry was much stronger
among business men and professionals while
other groups like farmers and working class
showed more tolerance and human consider-
ation.

It was strange and astonishing to note that re-
ligions never helped to correct the system
maligned by the evil practice of dowry. One of
the major reasons for this sad and sickening
situation was the gender discrimination that
exists in all spheres of religion. It was noticed
with pain that even relatively better educated
women who have been associating with deci-
sion making bodies of religious groups were in
conformity with male chauvinism and said that
husband had full authority over the soul and
body of his wife.

Suggested Policy Measures:

In the light of the study on dowry in Kerala,
the following suggestions have been made as

Policy Measures. State government, local bod-
ies, religious hierarchies, non-governmental
organisations and law implementing agencies
are earnestly requested to consider implemen-
tation of the recommended action strategies
as given below.

1. A national campaign to abolish dowry
and caste system is mandatory, because
together they tended to reinforce the
system of caste endogamy.

2. Fervent appeal is made to religious lead-
ers and institutions to denounce publicly
all practices and dogmatic admonitions
that strengthened son preferences and
masculinity of God.

3. Public protests should be organized
against ostentatious displays at wed-
dings. Steps should be taken to encour-
age and promote inter-caste, own-choice
and non-dowry marriages, to close down
institutions and clinics where sex-deter-
mination tests are performed and to stop
advertisements and media related
programmes that encourage dowry sys-
tem in all its myriad forms.

4. Anti-dowry struggles should be made
part of the mainstream political struggle.
All political parties should be appealed
to incorporate total eradication of the
dowry system from the society into their
election manifesto of the forthcoming
parliament elections.

5. Girl’s right to equal share in her ances-
tral property should not be meddled with
her marriage. She and every body else
should have a clear idea of how much
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she would be entitled to receive. It could
be given to her only after 5 years of her
marriage. During this period, from the
date of her marriage to the date of the
devolution of the property in her name,
she should be entitled to the income from
the property, if so applicable.

6. Every girl should have a regular source
of income to qualify herself fit for mar-
riage and that she should not be required
of to give up her employment for the
take of her marriage. Men should be
advised or counselled to share the fam-
ily chores and to alleviate the hardships,
their female counterparts undergo at
home.

7. Government should be urged to enforce
the Dowry Prohibition Act effectively
and efficiently. The government should

also be motivated to activate its con-
cerned departments to ensure those who
spend excessively on marriage celebra-
tions file statements before concerned
departments regarding the cost involved
and its source.

8. If a Government servant is found to
have violated the law and has demanded
or caused to demand dowry should be
disentitled to all benefits and privileges
including further promotion in service.

9. Every marriage has to be recorded at
local bodies and mention on the amount
of dowry should specifically be made.
It should be ascertained that whatever
is given as dowry remains in the name
of the bride alone.

10.Anti-dowry campaign should be made
part of school curriculum.
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ANNEXURE  2

INTERIM REPORT OF “FREEDOM FROM LITIGATION AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT”

INTERIM PERFORMANCE REPORT
Period: 1-10-2003 to 31-3-2004

Project title : SOCIAL JUSTICE AND FREEDOM FROM LITIGATION

Reference : Grant No. S–IN600–03–GR–025

Executing institution: JANANEETHI, T.B. Road, Mission Quarters
Thrissur - 680001, Kerala, India

Preface

This project is an experiment, unique on its
own. The success of Jananeethi in the year
2000 at Thichur, Kerala in establishing a Liti-
gation Free Village, first of its kind in the coun-
try, prompted us to envision the current project.
Development is the key word in the socio-po-
litical scenario of the State but the common
populous is marginalized increasingly due to the
misconceived policies of the rulers. The cur-
rent approach towards development is a single
stream process concentrating only on the eco-
nomic front that too is beyond the reach of
many. The much-celebrated Kerala model
development through people’s participation is
now rated rather as a failure in general but for
certain leaps and bounds. The strains prevail-
ing in the society is never addressed or focused
by the planners. The lack of peace and accord
in the society is the most vital aspect that pulls
back development. ‘Sustainable development

is possible only in a harmonious society’ is the
vision of Jananeethi. Government machiner-
ies carry out welfare schemes that seldom
reach the poor, needy and the marginalized.
The expended amount on grass root planning
and development is enormous but the results
are abysmal. A critical reflection about the di-
vide between planning and base realities in the
core group of Jananeethi, suggested a multi-
faceted approach towards establishing Grama
Swaraj. The project thus is an edeavour to
sculpt a new paradigm of development.

Objectives

§ Establishment of litigation free soci-
ety

§ Programme for public health
§ Model interventions in environmental

protection
§ Literacy and continuing education
§ Promotion of women leadership
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§ Campaign against social evils
§ Strengthening neighbourhood groups
§ Awareness campaign in social, cul-

tural, legal and economic issues

Project area

Staff profile

1. Mr. George Pulikuthiyil Project Director

2. Mr. P.P. Vineeth Project Co-ordinator
3. Ms. K.K. Radhamani Project Officer
4. Ms. Faritha Ansari Project Assistant
5. Ms. Sini Saji Project Assistant
6. Mr. P. Krishnakumar Project Assistant
7. Ms. E. Jayasree Project Assistant
8. Mr. T.K. Naveenachandran Field Assistant
9. Ms. Jincy Joseph Field Assistant
10. Mr. M.N. Suresh Babu Accountant
11. Mr. P.P. Francis Data Entry Operator
12. Mr. K.K. Sudevan Administrative Assistant
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Support partners

The project is envisaged with maximum par-
ticipation from different categories of people;
the beneficiaries of the project, other actors
in the community, government and authorities.
To the successful carrying out of the work
the following are identified as the support part-
ners

§ Thrissur District Administration
§ District Legal Services Authority
§ Corporation of Thrissur
§ MSW Dept., Vimala College Thrissur
§ Government Law College, Thrissur
§ Dept. of Economics, St. Aloysius Col-

lege, Thrissur
§ Kerala Agricultural University

PRELIMINARY STAGE

Data generation

Resource mapping and need assessment was
the first activity that was conducted in the
project area. The data collection and tabula-
tion was conducted with the help of the stu-
dents of Economics, St. Aloysius College,
Thrissur. The survey was organized with the
following objectives

§ Identifying the potential
§ Enlisting the support available
§ Prioritizing the needs
§ Locating key persons

The project staff had identified prospective
village animators by that time and together they
took charge of the students who visited a des-

ignated lot of residences to collect data in a
survey schedule. This exercise provided vital
information about population, problems, need
and aspirations of the people of the commu-
nity.

Training to village animators

The project is designed as action oriented and
needs immense participation of the people.
Constant touch with the people along with a
permanent link in the locality is essential. Hence
it was decided to have twenty village anima-
tors who will the bridge between the project
staff and the community. The policy is to avail
the services of women as village animators as
far as possible and that they should be resi-
dents of the concerned area. The selected ani-
mators were given a one-day training
programme on February 21, 2004. Shri Manu
Jose and Baby Chalil were the resource per-
sons for the training. The training was focussed
mainly on (i) development of communication
skills, leadership, group dynamics, organiza-
tional techniques and visual presentation of
case studies
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The animators are meeting once in every
month to set goals and to review the perfor-
mance of the past month. These monthly
meetings are devised as information dissemi-
nation session whereby the animators are
equipped to address the problems of the people
and to offer guidance to them.

Project execution

The project has three phases and the prelimi-
nary stage is successfully completed and the
second stage is in progress. The project
needs to be executed in close link with
the people and the community as a whole.
This reach is designed through forma-
tion of and constant interaction with
neighbourhood groups.
The formation of such groups, therefore,
was one of the primary task in the project
execution. The project area is divided into
5 divisions and each division was placed
in charge of a Project Officer/ project
Assistant. The staffs were given target
to form 15 groups in each of their area
and a total of 77 groups are formed as
of now, which is slightly above the tar-

get given. These neighbourhood groups are
meeting once in a month. Informal discussions
about the project were conducted in such
groups and community responses were col-
lected. The last segment of the preliminary
stage was the formal launching of the project
and the same was done in grandeur.

The formal project inauguration was convened
in project area on 30-12-2003. The well at-
tended ceremony was presided by Dr. K.N.
Panicker, The Vice Chancellor, Sree Sankara
Sankrit University who is the Chairman of
Jananeethi Institute of Justice education, Re-
search and Development. The inauguration
was graciously done by Mr. Justice K.A.
Abdul Gafoor, Hon.ble Judge, High Court of
Kerala and the Executive Chairman of the
State Legal Services Authority. The top brass
in the district administration and police depart-
ment and the Council Members of the Thrissur
Corporation were present on the occasion.

Mr. Justice K.A. Abdul Gafoor, Hon’ble Judge, Kerala High Court inaugurates
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SECOND STAGE

Though it was Jananeethi who visualized the
programmes under the project, we were keen
to transform this as a peoples programme.
With that intention in mind a general commit-
tee of the prople of the locality is formed which
is representative in nature and the second
stage of the project is being done in close uni-
son with this committee. Priority areas for
programmes and campaigns through
neighbourhood groups were fixed and the
project staff is progressing steadily on the fol-
lowing areas:-

§ Human rights
§ Gender justice
§ Leagal literacy
§ Environmental protection
§ Secular culture
§ Income generation
§ Community Health
§ Participatory development
§ Civic duties
§ Women empowerment
§ Programmes for children and adoles-

cents
The help of external faculties and experts are
being used to conduct programmes in these
designated topics/issues. Meeting of each
group is convened once in a month but the
presence of the village animators and the
project staff keeps a constant touch with the
people of the community and they address day
today problems too. The follow up of each
meeting is placed in the charge of the anima-
tors and the project officer/ assistant.

The second phase of the project have an im-
portant task to accomplish that is to achieve
litigation free status for the village. The data
collected in the first survey was tabulated and
the issues and problems were identified. A
second survey to locate individual cases and
complaints is being completed and the same
is the base document, which is used to orga-
nize pre-adalat counseling, adalat and final
settlement of the cases. These activities are
done with the support and guidance of the
District Legal Services Authority. The agree-
ments reached in these adalats will be as good
as a decree and will have finality in the present
legal system. Pre-adalat counseling to form a
mindset of compromises is in progress and
efforts to redress the complaints of the com-
munity is being sorted and addressed in ap-
propriate offices and forums.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The project has an integral component of moni-
toring and evaluation through its monitoring
wing. After the completion of the first phase
the progress of the project was presented and
assessed. The wing is expected to meet once
in three months and at the end of each phase
of the project. The committee consist of Dr.
George Mathan, Prof. N.N. Gokuldas, Prof.
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E.H. Devi, Prof. M.P. Antony, Mrs. K.R.
Indira the Project Director and the Project Co-
ordinator

Conclusion

The second phase of the project is expected
to be over by June 30th, 2004. There are many
challenges and difficulties being faced during
the execution of the project.

We place on record our sincere gratitude to
the American Center, New Delhi for the sup-
port extended to us.

The project intends to create a ‘crime-free’
society which sounds very much ‘utopian’.
However, Jananeethi believes in hardwork and
in the inherent goodness of people. We believes
‘nothing is impossible, provided there is sup-
port from people”. Our attempts to organise

and motivate people in the first stage were
proved significantly successful. Through our
project area is a ‘crime-prone’ area as per
police records, our initial experiences are re-
ally encouraging. More and more people are
attending Jananeethi programmes. During the
second stage of the project , a re-survey is
being conducted with respect to cases/ com-
plaints pending disposal. We hope to sort out
and dispose all disposable cases, civil and crimi-
nal , with the full involvement of the parties to
the dispute and in the presence of appropriate
authorities. And in the third stage, we intend
to focuss on more creation works towards the
sustainability of the progress they make through
their own involvements.

George Pulikuthiyil
2-4-2004 Project Director.
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ANNEXURE  3

TORTURE and CUSTODIAL VIOLENCE

(1)
Place of occurrence : Thrithala, Palakkad District, Kerala State, India.

Date and time of occurrence : 10.00 am on February 2004.

Victim : Kolavan (60)
Meenkarayil house
Kannanur P.O, Thrithala
Palakkad Dist., Kerala, India.

The perpetrator : The sub-inspector of police, Thrithala police station.

police station while his errant brother was es-
corted by his employer, an engineer by profes-
sion, who is well known and influential in the
police department.

After hearing both parties in separate, the Sub
Inspector of police asked Kolavan to withdraw
his complaint and compromise to his brother
unconditionally. It was obvious that the police
officer was bribed and was influenced. Hence
Kolavan declined the demand of the police
officer and refused to settle the matter on the
spot. This made the police officer furious and
acrimonious. He (the police officer) beat at
his navel and pulled him up holding on it. Due
to shock, pain, shame and fear of death, the
old man passed urine on the spot and was in
utter dismay. The dreadful Sub Inspector of
police threatened him of dire consequences if
he (Kolavan) had not yielded to compromise.
However, Kolavan was silent and was not re-
sponding to the questions of the police officer.

Facts of the case:

Kolavan, 60 years, belongs to the most vulner-
able community of scheduled castes. He lives
in Thrithala village, Ottappalam Thaluka, in
Palakkad district, Kerala State. He supports
his family by raring cattle.

Kolavan and his brother Kotha were not in good
terms. They had a fight on January 20, 2004
and Kotha had wounded Kolavan by hitting
him with a stone.  Consequently Kolavan was
admitted in government hospital at Pattambi
for a short while. He made a written complaint
against his brother Kotha to the Thrithala po-
lice station for physical assault and bodily in-
jury. Accordingly the Sub Inspector of police
of Thrithala police station  summoned both
Kolavan and his brother Kotha, the accused,
to the police station asking them to report on
February 8, 2004.  Kolavan went alone to the
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This triggered the wrath of the apparently an-
gry Sub Inspector who jumped on the old man
and slapped on his both ears simultaneously
with full force. Kolavan fell flat on the floor
unconscious. After a while he got back to his
senses but himself unable to lift himself on his
legs. He had lost his control on his body. He
could not walk, nor was he able to hear. Later
the violent officer forcibly obtained Kola van’s
finger prints on certain blank papers. Kolavan
now believes that the police officer must have
used those papers to prepare false and fabri-
cated evidences to the effect that he had com-
promised with his brother in the police station

Kolavan has only one daughter who was mar-
ried and living with her family in another vil-
lage. His ailing and sickly wife was not able to
take him to proper medical treatment immedi-
ately after the tragic incident. Two days later,
he started showing acute symptoms of urinary
infection and sever pain in the abdomen. He
developed pain in the ears and had hearing dis-
ability. In the result he was admitted in gov-
ernment hospital at Pattambi on Fegruary 2004
where he was directed to take better and spe-
cialist treatment at Nila hospital, Pattambi. He

later was undergone a surgery to correct his
damaged ear diaphragms and was put under
strict medication for more than two weeks.

The police continued their torture in other
forms. The hospital authorities had informed
the Circle Inspector of Police regarding the
injuries of Kolavan and the legal implications
on the errant officers. The Circle Inspector
visited the patient in the hospital on the follow-
ing day and he with the help of the ENT doc-
tor took in possession of the medical certifi-
cate which was earlier issued by the first hos-
pital where Kolavan had been admitted imme-
diately after the incident. It had specifically
mentioned the damages due to police torture.
On the advice of the Circle Inspector the ENT
doctor issued a fresh certificate to Kolavan
that doesn’t mention any thing against the po-
lice. On the  other hand it said that the hearing
disability of Kolavan is only a natural develop-
ment.

Kolavan has sent complaints to all appropriate
authorities regarding the police atrocities and
his present state of suffering. No one was good
enough even to acknowledge his complaints.

(2)

Date of occurrence : 26th February 2004

Place of occurrence : Ponnani, in the State of Kerala, India.
Name & address of the Victim : M.M. Abdul Hafeel, 24 years

S/o Mammu Musliyar
Mukriyath House, Veliyankode P.O.
Malappuram District, Kerala, India.

Perpetrators of torture : Police officers attached to Perumpadappu Police Station
Case status : Under investigation

4 9



51

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

Case details:

Mr. M.M. Abdul Hafeel, 24 years, S/o
Mammu, a Muslim by birth belonged to a large
poor family where he was the bread winner
for many. He with friends went to the festival
of the local Hindu temple at Vattekkad on the
26th February 2004. As customary to the Hindu
festivals, there was a pompous, ceremonial
procession with traditional musical trumpets
and other accompaniment. Normally these pro-
cessions, in respect to the house of worship of
other faith, stop their musical performance
while they pass a Muslim or Christian mosque
or church. This did not happen in the case of
the procession at Vattekkad. Naturally it irri-
tated the Muslim community and hence Abdul
Hafeel and his friends forced the musical per-
formers to stop playing the instruments in front
of the mosque. Reportedly they forcefully
snatched the instruments from the perform-
ers. Hafeel, though was not personally involved,
was a supporter those who restrained the per-
formers.

There were few police men under the ASI of
Perumpadappu station who rushed to the spot
to take control of the situation. With out any
reason, the police targeted on Hafeel only and
Hafeel was chased by the police until he was
taken into their custody. Hafeel was brutally
beaten and assaulted by the police. He was
rounded up and was taken into police custody
in a paddy field. The police used their lathy
(the wooden stick, short but solid used by po-
lice) and hands and legs to hammer and kick
Hafeel. More police force came to the help of

the perpetrators They curled his body and
smashed him under his neck and shoulder. He
was dragged around 100 metres. Eye witnesses
report that he was yearning and begging for
water to drink but was mercilessly refused by
the virulent police men.

According to reports Hafeel was taken to the
compound wall and was made to stand against
the wall. The police hit his head against the
wall and there was bleeding profusely from
his head. Further the police kicked him at his
abdomen. Hafeel was seen shrinking in pain.
Then they made him stand near a boundary
wall and hit his head on the wall. Later, he
was thrown into the back of the police vehicle
where the police continued their attacks. Wit-
nesses report that Hafeel was almost fainting.
He could not hold himself on his leg. He fell on
the floor of vehicle, was reduced to a bundle
of blood-soaked linen and flesh.

By the evening, at 6.45 pm Mr. Shuhaib,
Hafeel’s relative and one Mr.Beerankutty, the
vice president of the local civic body
(panchayath) made phone calls to the
Perumpadappu police station and enquired
about Hafeel. They were told by the police
that Hafeel would be released soon. A short
while later, one police officer, Mr. Azeez, in-
formed Mr.Beerankutty over telephone that
Hafeel was badly vomiting blood and that some
one should go to the police station immediately.
Beerankutty and few of Hafeel’s friends
rushed to the police station and found Hafeel
lying on a mattress unconscious as if he was
dead.
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They took Hafeel to the primary health centre
at Vattekkad where the resident doctor told
them that Hafeel had succumbed to his inju-
ries;  but the police refused to accept the
doctor’s report and hence they took Hafeel to
the Royal hospital, Kunnamkulam. The doc-
tors who examined Hafeel confirmed his death.

Hafeel was young, healthy and was known for
his good habits. He was not involved in any
illegal activity, nor was he implicated in any
previous criminal or civil case. Hafeel died in
the hands of the police and the cause of his

death was police torture. The relatives of
Hafeel are financially very poor and have no
influence in the political higher-ups. The po-
lice plays certain dirty game trying to interpret
the incident as if it was due to communal vio-
lence. There was no issues involved and the
bereaved relatives of Hafeel have no complaints
against the Hindu community for the death of
Hafeel. They strongly believe that Hafeel died
only because  of the brutal assaults and tor-
ture of the police attached to the Vattekkad
police station.

(3)

Name of the Victim : Mr. Shinu (26)
S/O Mathai,  Edakkadu house
Elambilakkodu, Nilambur
Malappuram District, Kerala, India.

Alleged Perpetrators : Forest Officers
under the Forest Ranger of Karulai Range
Nilambur, Southern Division
Malappuram District Kerala,India.

Date of Occurrence : 29 March-2004.

Case details:

Shinu, aged 26 years, S/o Mathai, and employed
as plantation supervisor (‘koop measthary’) in
Karulai Teak Plantation under Nilambur South
Division of Forest Department was known for
his integrity and devotion to his duties. He some-
times ago had given oral and written statements
to the Vigilance squad of the Forest Depart-

ment wherein Mr.Viswambaran the Range
Officer ,T.A Xavier, the foresters and A.S Biju
and Viswanathan the guard, were implicated
causing fire in the forest and rampant illegal
felling of teak trees from Karulai and
Pulaikkapara ranges (no 1972,77,78 Teak plan-
tation). The vigilance squad reported to the
erring range officer Viswambharan that  Shinu
had given written statements against three of
them



53

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

On 29-03-04 Shinu went to Edakkara (a local
place) for some personal matters and after
having food he got off from the hotel at 5 pm
then he saw the jeep driver of Karulai range
officer and a forester standing near a taxi jeep.
They called Shinu and told him that they want
to an urgent matter to him .Without under-
standing their tact’s    he went near to them .
Then suddenly they hold his neck and pushed
him into the jeep .There was six forest offi-
cials inside the jeep including driver. Then they
started the jeep and drive it very speedy. When
their vehicle just passed Kattakadavu Bride
ranger Viswambaran slapped Shinu’s both
cheeks. Due to severe pain, he cried loudly
then Guards shut his mouth with their hands
and stabbed his rib with their stick (rool). They
smashed him with their fist on his flipside. They
drove the vehicle inside the forest in order to
perform their dreadful torture perfectly. No-
body was there to hear his moan. All the offi-
cials in the jeep handled him separately. After
some time jeep was reached in Kalkkulam for-
est station and locked him both hand over his
neck which made him unable to move. Leav-
ing him in that position they continued tortur-
ing him .After some time he was brought to
Nedungayam rest house. But there has many
persons so they brought back Shinu to vehicle
and drove to Karulai Forest Staff Quarters
.They locked Shinu in a room. They demanded
Shinu to change his oral and written statement
which was given to vigilance squad and asked
him to give a new statement to effect that the
Nehru Darson Activists are the real accused
in the case. They asked him to change the
statement repeatedly but he kept mum. Then

one of the foresters kicked his abdomen and
asked to do so. He refused it again .They
smashed on his chest and brutally beat on his
right elbow with their stick and punched him
on his jaw. He was forced to sign in ten white
papers because they threat him that they will
kill him. He felt unconscious several time.
When he regained his conscious they contin-
ued their assaults. They threaten him and asked
him not to tell anything to anybody. They re-
corded his arrest on 30th March 2004 at
12:30pm .They made false charges against him
that he illegally cut down the forest trees and
made fire in jungle. He was produced before
Magistrate and remanded him for four days
.After taking bail he was admitted in Sevana
hospital Edakkara .Eventhough he was dis-
charged , he could not do any work with  his
the weak body. His sufferings could not bear
his body. Shinu is hailing from a poor family.
He had sent complaints to Chief Minister, For-
est Minister, D.G.P and principle home secre-
tary. The police came and recorded his state-
ment. But nothing has been done so far.

This pathetic condition faced by this young
man who stood for justice reveals the real
picture of torture against witness, who had
shown courage to fight against corruption
and injustice
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DEALING WITH THE TREMENDOUS PROBLEM OF TORTURE

A Group of human rights defenders and activists from different States of India gathered
at Trichur, Kerala, India from 15th to 18th August 2003 and discussed on the UN
Convention against Torture. The focus of the deliberations was to launch a campaign in
India for an early ratification of the Convention by India. The participants made several
observations during the course of the discussion:

5. Use of extremely crude and filthy
language is very common and rampant at police
stations. It amounts to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment, grossly derogatory to the
dignity of the human person. We are ashamed
of being told of the existence of a directory of
vulgar words, widely been used by the police
personnel, published by a police officer in one
of the southern states.

6. Torture has also been practised on
women and minor girls in the form of custodial
rape, molestation and other forms of sexual
harassment.

7. Torture has been inflicted not upon the
accused only, but on the bona-fide petitioners,
complainants or informants, too. The police
deliberately delays FIR and unnecessarily
harasses / tortures them by taking their (police)
wrath on them for no reasons.

ANNEXURE  4

STATEMENT OF NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON UN CONVENTION
AGAINST TORTURE

1. Torture is widespread and has routinely
been practised at police stations in India.
Unchallenged and unopposed, it has become a
‘normal’ and ‘legitimate’ practice all over.

2. Torture often leads to custodial deaths,
disappearances and deaths in ‘encounter’.
Numbers of reported custodial deaths are quite
high and keep escalating.

3. Bedsides, there are other heavy
casualties like fatal injuries, permanent
disablement, mental derailment, loss of
faculties, psychological trauma etc.

4. With the emergence of new ‘sanctions’
of torture like the POTA, TADA, ESMA or
TESMA that justify or legalize any amount of
torture, the police enjoys enormous freedom
to have recourse to any such crimes,
unaccounted for.
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Fighting torture is very difficult and risky.
The reasons are many.

8.  There is no impartial mechanism for
receiving complaints against Torture. The
complaints are to be made to police authorities
themselves. It only allows the police to bring
in pressures and harassments on the victims
who are de-facto complainants. The
Convention against Torture requires impartial
investigations. Unfortunately, in India the police
is not an independent force. The National and
State Human Rights Commissions, and other
national institutions of India have neither the
power nor the provisions to deal with torture
effectively. The National Commission for
Police Reforms many years ago had
recommended that police in India should be
made independent. The National Human
Rights Commission itself had gone to the
Supreme Court with a plea for implementation
of the recommendations of the National Police
Commission. However, the absence of political
will in India has failed to introduce any such
change.

9. Torture and fabrication of cases are
very much linked. In the attempt of saving
offenders for obvious reasons, the police
implicate innocent people in cases. And they
impose any amount of cruelties and torture on
such innocent people until a cooked up
‘confession’ is extracted from the victims
regarding ‘offences’ they ‘committed’ with out
knowing the subsequent legal consequences
there of.

10. Torture is not treated in India the way

it is required of by the Convention against
Torture. Only two sections in the penal code
(Sections 330 and 331 of IPC) only deal with
punishment for use of force in obtaining
confessions. However, if torture is to be dealt
with effectively, it is essential that it should be
made an offence in terms of the Convention.
This also involves provisions for adequate
punishment against torture. Thus, law against
Torture in India is extremely defective in terms
of the international understanding and social
jurisprudence. To mention two examples, in
Hong Kong the offence of Torture carries life
sentence while in Sri Lanka it carries a
sentence for 7 years only.

11. The prosecution system as it exists
now in India only militate against the victims
of human rights violations. The prosecutors act
in many ways to protect the perpetrators.
Prosecutors should be independent, competent,
and appointed through a judicious process who
should scrupulously uphold the cherished values
enshrined in the statutes.

12. In the present criminal justice system
in India, the victims or complainants have no
decisive role in the process of seeking redress.
Every thing depends on the mercy of the
investigative officer and the state prosecutor
who are often subject to manipulations and mal-
practices. Therefore, the De facto
complainants or victims, if they are resourceful
and confident, should be allowed to appoint his
/ her own lawyers to conduct prosecution on
his /her behalf.

13. India not having been ratified the
Convention against Torture, Indians do not have
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the opportunity to find recourse to remedies
that are available under the international law.
Indian practices with respect to torture does
not come under international scrutiny. Effective
access to services of Committee against
Torture ( CAT) and other mechanisms are
denied to the people living in the largest
democracy in the world. Since the country has
also not signed the optional Protocol to the
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), the citizens also do not have the right
to make individual complaints to the UN
Human Rights Committee. The victims are
trapped with the local system in which every
aspect militates against them. Victims are
deadlocked from the point of view of justice.
Many victims are compelled to think that a
justice system accessible to the poor of the
land does not exist at all.

14. Despite the many human rights groups,
an effective and powerful campaign for
elimination of torture has yet to be developed
in India. If we fail to protect us from torture,
which is only the basic of all other fundamental
rights, we will not be able to vindicate any other
rights.

15. “Human Rights Court” is a misnomer.
What exists is an additional duty appended to
the already overworked judges. Thus,
adjudication on human rights matters are
trapped with in the same cycle of delay and
neglect that affects other cases. The general
principle that ‘justices delayed is justice
mocked’ equally applies to these courts. The
concept of Human Rights Courts needs to be
revamped and re-envisaged so that an effective

mechanism must be introduced. Judges who
sit in such courts need to have a thorough
knowledge of the human rights law and that
they should be endowed with deep sense of
the sublime supremacy of human life over all
other considerations.

16. The Malimath Committee
Recommendations will not only undo the
practice of fair trial, but also will enhance the
power of police to an absolute level. It has to
be checked and carefully be resisted, if human
rights are to have any meaning in the Indian
context.

17. The early ratification of the
Convention is an imperative if at all we wish
to defend the human and civic rights of the
torture victims. It becomes mandatory for any
attempt for reforms in the police system as an
effective mechanism for law enforcement and
administration of justice.

18. This Convention was ratified by most
countries the world and India being a signatory
to the Convention has apparently has no
excuse no excuse for not ratifying the
convention. In fact, the unwillingness of the
Indian Government to ratify the Convention
brings only discredit to the people and places
the country at a very shameful situation.

19. The Citizens have the civic
responsibility to campaign for ratification of the
Torture Convention. In fact, the National
Human Rights Commission has already
recommended and urged the Indian
Government to ratify the Torture Convention.
Many high profiled organizations and eminent



57

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

citizens of international repute also have
pressed the government on this issue.

20. Meanwhile, it is highly necessary to
document torture cases in meticulous accuracy.
Lack of proper documentation only helps the
unfettered continuance of the barbaric methods
of torture and acquittal of the culprits. Had
there been proper documentation, it would not
have been possible to hide the colossal and
devastative atrocities of the police whose
Constitutional mandate is to protect the people.
NGOs should venture for scientific and
systematic documentation of torture and its
follow-ups.

21. Modern communication system offers
tremendous opportunities for victims of Torture
to expose the magnitude of torture to the rest
of the world. It has been found quite successful
to co-ordinate and combine the domestic and
international efforts to resist atrocious

encroachment on human rights by way of
Urgent Appeals. Hence human rights
defenders and activists should be equipped and
be conversant with what the information
technology offers for promotion of human
rights activity any where in the world, less
expensively and in greater efficiency.

22. The communal and caste divide in
India is closely linked with torture. Police and
law enforcement agencies have been
instrumental for many of the recent
communally charged and caste hatred violence
in the country. Torture remains unaccounted
and un- prosecuted. It leads total anarchy and
rule of vandalism and lawlessness. When
police becomes a party to such violence, it
becomes a ‘state sponsored crime’ against the
people. Therefore, fight of communalism and
casteism should start with fight against torture.
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ANNEXURE  5

ABRIDGED VERSION OF JANANEETHI REPORT ON VAGAMON

VAGAMON   “ECO-TERRORISM”
Jananeethi report

I. INTRODUCTION

 “NATURAL RESOURCES ARE PERMANENT ASSETS OF MANKIND AND
ARE NOT INTENDED TO BE EXHAUSTED IN ONE GENERATION”.

Supreme Court of India in Rural Litigation and
Entitlement Kendra V State of UP (AIR 1987, SC359)

Vagamon in news:

They call it ‘eco-tourism’. It may appear more
sensible if you name it ‘economic tourism’.
‘Confuse, if you can not convince’ - is the new
strategy Indian polity has been experiencing
of late. Beginning with the Paradise, mis-
representation has been the effective tool used
by evil forces for the fall of man and distortion
of nature. This strategy was effectively and
extensively applied in Kerala state, in the
context of the Global Investors’ Meet (GIM),
the celebrated conglomeration of interests –
market, mafia and manipulators. One of the
targets in the GIM, being emerged, is the
‘dream land’ of “God’s own country” – the
Vagamon Region. This has been very much in
public debate in Kerala in recent times.

Importance of Vagamon:

Eco-zones and bio-diversity hotspots have been
the basis of diverse cultures and economic

regimes.  The Vagamon region is largely rural
comprising tea plantations, forests and
grasslands. The present scenario is pathetically
poignant. The naturally formed streams are
being blocked and the sudden huge inflow of
people in large and medium vehicles that ply
on the silken hills have disturbed the natural
quiet, have shaken the soil, loosened the rocky
structures and disturbed the entire ecology of
the area.

Vagamon, today, will remind us the great wise
Indian Chief of Seattle who in 1854 replied to
the offer of the White Chief in Washington to
buy their land. The reply is profound, it is
beautiful and it is timeless. It contains the
wisdom of the ages. It is the first ever and the
most understanding statement on environment.
Let’s quote him –

“…. We know that the White (elite)
man does not understand our ways. One portion
of land is the same to him as the next, for he is
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a stranger who comes in the night and takes
from the land whatever  he needs. The earth
is not  his brother but his enemy, and when he
has conquered it, he moves on. He leaves his
father’s graves behind, and he does not care”.

“He kidnaps the earth, from his
children. His father’s grave and his children’s
birthrights are
forgotten. He treats
his mother, the
earth, and his
brother, the sky, as
things to be bought,
plundered and sold
like sheep or bright
heads. His appetite
will devour the
earth and leave
behind only a
desert……”.

Topography:

Vagamon is located on the western fringes of
Idukki district, bordering with Kottayam district.
Vagamon, a relatively remote area in a sparsely
populated region comprising mostly of pristine,
unspoilt and natural landscape of a diverse
nature and rich in endemic flora and fauna,
falls within the Western Ghats, and has been
identified as a biodiversity ‘hotspot’. This area,
unique for grasslands with laterite soil type, has
an extent of 27.19 sq kms. Of this, 3147.012
hectares are agricultural land, 346.65 hectares
are purambokku land and 108.48 hectares are
wasteland, suitable for agriculture. Vagamon
lies 1100 metres above sea level. Urban

development in the area is generally low, with
only two census towns, two key tourist nodes
and 115 villages.  The climate is equitable,
ranging from 32 degrees celsius in summer to
16 degrees celsius in winter. With an average
annual rainfall of about 376 cms, Vagamon gets
rain for about 200 days an year. The famous
MEENACHIL river takes its origin from this

place. It has a
tributary that is the
main water source
for people of
T e e k o y
Panchayath and
further to the
people of down hills
and lower plains of
Kottayam district.
Vagamon is also
abode for two sects
of the indigenous

people Kerala, Oorali and Ulladar.  The
closest town to Vagamon is Peerumedu, about
25 kms away. Vagamon is about 140 kms away
from Munnar and 80 kms. away from Thekkady
– the two major tourist destinations of Kerala.

I. JANANEETHI INITIATES A FACTS
FINDING STUDY:

JANANEETHI, a Non-Government
Organization, is a registered charity, under the
provisions of the Travancore-Cochin Literary,
Scientific and Charitable Societies Act XII of
1955, with Reg. No. 193/92 Thrissur. Started
in 1992 as a  voluntary, non-political, non-
sectarian, non-profit making and secular
organization, Jananeethi has been designed to
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be a corporate initiative for human rights.
Jananeethi, during the past one decade of its
services for the most vulnerable sections of
the society, has concentrated on defending the
cause of the victims of torture and injustice by
empowerment, support, motivation and
mobilization. Public Interest Litigation,
Protection & Promotion of Human Rights,
Gender Sensitization, Environmental
Protection, Campaign against caste
discrimination and capital punishment,
Elimination of all forms of torture, Consumer
protection, Legal Literacy and Legal
Counseling, Suicide prevention, Para-legal
Training, Alternate Dispute Settlements are the
major activities of Jananeethi.

 Jananeethi is an accredited voluntary
organization under the provisions of the
National and State Legal Services Authorities
for legal education and alternate dispute
settlements. It provides its services by a)
undertaking public interest advocacy, b)
providing free legal consultancy, c) defending
the rights of the most vulnerable sections of
the society ie. Women, children, backward
communities, unorganized labour etc., d)
organizing grass-root level workers like
Mahila Samajams, Jananeethi Clubs etc.  e)
conducting legal awareness camps and training
programmes, f) publishing  Jananeethi  monthly
journal in vernacular, g) organizing public
discourses as part of programmes for social
change, h) networking with local voluntary
groups and organizations, and i) monitoring
police atrocities for a Torture-free State,   j)
organizing youth against crime, k) preventing
suicide by befriending and intervention

services, and    l) providing care and support to
victims of HIV and AIDS.

Jananeethi has taken up hundreds of common
causes as petitions and has settled them
amicably through its conflict resolution system.
The first litigation-free village in the country
(out of 5,75,000 villages in India) was the
product of the hard labour and commitment of
Jananeethi for freedom from litigation and
democratisation of justice. Further, it has taken
to courts cases of custodial death, torture,
offences against women, domestic violence,
environmental degradation, violation of
constitutional rights, corruption in public offices,
labour disputes, offences against children and
weaker sections for appropriate remedy.

Jananeethi’s involvement in environmental
concerns in the past has been proved beyond
doubt. Its contributions in the case of Gracim
Industries at Mavoor and its pollution of
Chaliyar river and the atmosphere, Protection
of Chalakudy river and the forests from the
proposed Athirappilly hydel project, the
devastating destructions caused by the Coca
Cola factory at Plachimada and the related
issues, the bio-medical waste disposal plant to
be set up at Thodupuzha and its consequent
impacts on the most fragile organic and human
conditions around, the brutalities on the tribal
people of  Muthanga in Wayanad district   and
many other ecological and environmental
concerns of Jananeethi at various places of
Thrissur district are ample evidences of
Jananeethi intervention in similar situations.

The Board of Directors of Jananeethi resolved
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to delegate a team of its members and friends
who are competent to go deep into the issues
of Vagamon Tourism Development projects.
The team was constituted of the following
members:-

Adv. George Pulikuthiyil
Executive Director, Jananeethi & Jananeethi
Institute.

Dr. Francis Xavier Ph.D.
Member, IUCN (World Conservation Union,
Switzerland);
Secretary, Jananeethi Institute.

Dr. Gigi K. Joseph Ph.D.
Wildlife Scientist, Kerala Forest Department,
Thekkady.

Dr. Jomy Augustin Ph.D.
Scientist and Lecturer, St.Thomas College,
Palai.

Er. A.B. Prasad
IT Officer, Jananeethi.

Mr. Ajayakumar Melveettil
Video Unit, Jananeethi.

Mr. K.K. Sudevan
Technical Assistant, Jananeethi.

The team was assisted by the members of the
Gandhi Yuva Mandalam and others, namely:-

Dr. Hilda Seena, Mithra Nikethan,
Vagamon.
Mr. Eby Emmanuel
Mr. Sunny Paikada
Advocate Georgekutty Kadaplakal
Advocate Binoy Mangamthanam
Ms. Susan Kottukappully and
Mr. Francis Mathew

The team visited Vagamon on 13th and 14th
of September 2003 and interviewed the local
inhabitants of the place. They inspected various
strategic centres of the region. They collected
samples of water and soil from the spot for
further examination in a laboratory. They were
able to identify dozens of rare varieties of plants
and insects that are endemic. They could also
get into some of the mushrooming resorts
despite tough resistance from the staff under
strict instructions of the management.

The Human Rights Factor:

The jurisprudence of human health and the
Constitutional law of India take a holistic view
and insist on ecological justice and
environmental protection, as a sine qua non
of the human rights for survival. There fore
the lethal impact of ecological damage come
with in the scope of Constitutional protection.
Article 51A(g) poses a social obligation on
every citizen and is mandatory on the
preservation of natural environment including
forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and ecological
sensitivity is patently writ in the obligation to
show compassion for living creatures. Article
48A is a command to the State in the same
direction.

“In the name of tourism and reckless
industrialisation, our moral order, and eco-
environmental system suffer trauma. Wounded
nature  will avenge the human future. Our
natural resources and wealth of bio-diversity
are robbed. Our streams are polluted, our air
contaminated and our soil is a picture of
noxiousness. ‘Development’ has become a
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dangerous word because every macro-size
project means corruption for the operators and
displacement for vast human numbers” says
Justice Krishna Iyyer.

In Vellore Citizen’s Welfare Forum V. The
Union of India (AIR 1986 SC180) which is
known as Tennaries case the Supreme Court
observed as “The Constitutional and statutory
provisions protect a person’s right to fresh air,
clean water and pollution-free environment, but
the source of the right is the inalienable common
law right of clean environment”. The Court
further observed, “Our legal system having
been founded on the British Common Law, the
right of a person to pollution-free environment
is part of the basic jurisprudence of the land”.

II. HUMAN RIGHTS  VIOLATIONS:

1. Damage to the eco-system:  The
importance of Vagamon is its eco-system,
its bio-diversity, its weather and its scenic
beauty. It is a National Heritage. Every
citizen of the country has a right to enjoy at
all times. Any damage or infringement
caused will amount to violation of people’s
right to enjoy their life.

2. Blockage of streams and rivers:  The resorts
and other tourism players and also those
new investors unscrupulously encroach and
exploit water sources by constructing minor
dams blocking the flow of water in the rivers
and streams. The inhabitants of the down-
hills and lower plains have their inalienable
rights to have access to water that flows to
the rivers. Any attempt to restrain or

frustrate free flow of water in to the rivers
will, therefore, be a human rights violation
and violation of the forest and land rules.

3. Lack of transparency and denial of the right
to know:  The public of Kerala, more
especially the people of Vagamon region,
have every right to know the nature and
extent of development and new
entrepreneurships in their region. They also
have the right to know the names of the
investors, the total budget out-lay and the
impacts the new schemes are going to invite
on the environment and eco-systems. The
local bodies and the grama sabha of the
area have the right to approve or disapprove
any such schemes. The people should be
conversant with these facts so that they
should be able to defend their rights. In the
case of Vagamon, the local people are kept
in blissful ignorance and they are denied
their rights to know.

4. Sons and daughtesr of the soil are being
driven out:  Large number of local
inhabitants are forced / compelled to leave
the area as they have become “unfit” to
the new and emerging situations. The new
investors buy their land and the escalating
cost of living becomes  unaffordable to the
local people. Further, the cultural shock
consequent to the increased inflow of
tourists embarrass the local people who find
their life insecure and unprotected. This is
more so as there are several instances of
sexual exploitation and sexual violence on
the local young women by the outsiders as
tourists.
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5.  Threat to Idukki dam and threat to life of
the people in Central Kerala:  The Vagamon
region even before the Vagamon projects
has severe shortage of drinking water from
December to June. The presence of huge
number of tourists and dozens of resorts
will inevitably necessitate bore wells to
meet the water requirements. Vagamon
being the catchment area of Idukki dam and
taking into account the earlier scientific
reports on the land subsequent to the huge
number of land slides in the area in 1991,
bore wells should not be permitted at any
cost  as it is probable to cause earth quakes,
land slides and draughts etc.

6. Communal tension and social disharmony:
The scope of financial gains and publicity
across the country and overseas, the
religious ‘investors’ are also very active and
enthusiastic in the area, putting their best
efforts to give glamour and publicity to
Kurisumala hill top as ‘great pilgrim centre’.
Besides, several shrines have sprouted at
in few years time, though there are only
few believers around. This has provoked
other religions also to awake and to hammer
so that they too have their pilgrim centres
in the region. The seed of hatred and
unhealthy competition have already been
implanted in Vagamon paving the way for
a future riot or colossal carnage.

7. Tourism pollutes the land, the minds and the
culture:  The damage already done on
Vagamon region by the tourists is very
alarming by the presence of tons of plastic
in the land. Barrels of bottles brought in by
people who come in large number to enjoy

are  crushed and spilt all over. The vehicles
rolled over and scaled the meadows  and
disturbed the soil  causing soil erosion from
the top of the hills that will naturally fill the
water-logged joins of the hill valleys. This
in effect will dry out the streams that feed
the Meenachil river, Manimalayar and
Periyar leading to deprivation of drinking
water to thousands of people in the lower
plains.

III. WE RECOMMEND AND WE
PLEAD:

1. Vagamon region should be declared a
National Heritage area and it should not be
disturbed by construction works, what so
ever.

2. The Eco-system of the grasslands and the
bio-diversity of the region should be
protected. There must be a Vagamon
Protection Council and half of the seats
must be reserved for representatives of
local inhabitants and the rest of the seats to
be shared by Government nominees, human
rights activists, voluntary organizations etc.

3. Mass tourism in Vagamon region must be
discouraged. The area is not ideal for mass
tourism. The havoc created by mass tourism
will only destroy the whole eco-system of
the region and its bio-diversity.

4. Steams and water sources of the region
should  in no way be disturbed or blocked.
The present encroachers of the water
sources should be held liable for the
damage caused and civil wrongs committed.

5. Religious shrines, monuments and pilgrim
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centres should not be encouraged in the
region and that religious communities should
not be permitted to put up religious
structures on the road side or using common
space.

6. Use of plastics in the region should be
banned. Consumption of alcohol should not
be permitted in public places.

7. Maintenance of law and order and guarding
of social tranquillity should be ensured in
the region.

8. Hotels and Rest houses in Peermade,
Thekkady, Munnar, Erattupetta and Palai
will provide enough accommodation for the
tourists who would like to visit Vagamon.
Transit to the region from these locations is
within the reach. The terrain and the exotic
eco-system of the region need not be
disturbed for construction works.

IV. CONCLUSION:

Perspectives of Developmental
Continuum:  Referring to man’s right to
development, Charles Darwin says:-

“It is interesting to contemplate an entangled
bank, clothed with many plants of many kinds,
with birds singing on the bushes, with various

insects flitting about, and with worms crawling
through the damp earth, and to reflect that these
elaborately constructed forms, so different from
each other, and dependent upon each other in
so complex manner, have all been  produced
by laws acting around us”.

The purpose of Development as the Cocoyoc
Declaration has emphasised, should not be to
develop things, but to develop every human
being. Nevertheless with few notable
exceptions, development has been pragmatic,
at the multiplication of and insatiable chase for
material wealth.

Development must be designed, even at the
humblest level, as a process  of ensuring the
advancement of man/woman through his/her
endeavours, says UNESCO. Development
must be aimed at the social, cultural, spiritual,
and material advancement of the whole human
being, both as a member of society and from
the point of view of individual fulfilment.

In the case of Vagamon, the fundamental thesis
of Development has greatly been distorted by
perverted political and administrative minds and
the ultramodern predilections and sensual
pursuits based on the misnomer of tourism that
drugs our entire society
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a) Adv. Jasmine Joseph
West Bengal National University of
Juridical Sciences
Salt Lake City, West Bengal, India.

It is almost a year since I left my role as a full
time participant of Jananeethi’s activities and
presumes that this is the apt time to pen down
certain thoughts about an organization from
which you were away for an interlude. A cross
thought passes my mind, that I never was dis-
tant from Jananeethi, though geographically it
makes sense. Somewhere a warning chimes
requiring me to be objective in this short re-
flection as that was one of the basic principles
of alternate dispute settlement, which
Jananeethi taught me. Though there is poten-
tial for a spectrum of analysis to Jananeethi’s
existence, I intend to view the past year of
Jananeethi on two aspects, the stature of the
organization as a part of the society and its
mind of experimentation.

The activities of Jananeethi always were rights
oriented and past witnesses this entitlement
approach. There is a range of activities through
which it accomplishes this philosophy. The in-
teractions of Jananeethi had been with people
belonging to all strata of society and the ser-
vices it provide caters to the society as a whole
either directly or indirectly. Be it the dispute

ANNEXURE  6

FEEDBACKS: What do they say?

settlement endeavour, out reach programmes
or specialized programmes for the
marginalized, the last year too shows a steady
growth in its reach and diversity. This factor
surely justifies its life as a part of society, cre-
ating a ‘rights culture’.

When Jananeethi established the first litigation
free village of the Nation it was a morale boost-
ing success to its experimental endeavours. The
fact that the State Legal Services Authority
has incorporated this concept as one of their
activities was a fulfilling moment for
Jananeethi. Previous year it took up another
project, structuring a dream community that
can lead life without fear. This radical concept
was viewed skeptical and was thought by many
that success is beyond reach.Today it is proved
that Jananeethi knows its direction and has
energy left to reach the destination, a fearless
society into the ‘freedom of which our coun-
try will awake.’ Tomorrow hopefully the spirit
of this venture will inspire many and our Na-
tion have a value more to cherish and realize.

There are certain relationships, which make
you proud, and I proudly feel about my living
link with Jananeethi. Salutes to all at
Jananeethi.
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b) Parvathy R. Menon
Vth year, B.A.B.L. (hons)
NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad.

Being a student of NALSAR University of
Law, Hyderabad, I was required to do a 6 week
internship with an NGO of my choice as part
of my 3rd semester curriculum. I had worked
earlier with People’s Council for Social Jus-
tice, Cochin, and subsequently have done in-
ternships with a New Delhi based law firm, in
the chambers of the Solicitor General of India
and with Hon’ble Justice Rejendra Babu in the
Supreme Court of India. However, my work
with Jananeethi stands out as the most inspir-
ing. I use the word ‘inspiring’ because the vi-
sion with which the organization functions, the
sincerity of its functionaries coupled with their
efficiency is something I have not been able to
find in any of my other, rather striking array of
internships.

While at Jananeethi, I was involved in orga-
nizing gender sensitisation workshops, legal
awareness programs and in the day to day dis-
pute resolution processes. From this experi-
ence, I observed the quite competency of the
people at Jananeethi. But what was most no-
ticeable was the work ethic, the warm work
environment and the brilliant camaraderie that
existed there. In short, Jananeethi worked like
a well-oiled machine, but with the warmth of a
happy home.

The relationships I have built at Jananeethi
continue till today, and I hope will remain to do
so always.

c) Sheena Cherian
Business Counsellor,
 IRFT, Mumbai.

I worked with Jananeethi as an intern for two
months as a part of my summer internship pro-
gram at TISS. The internship program besides
being a very enriching experience (profession-
ally) also gave me an opportunity to get to know
some really valuable people who I would cher-
ish and respect for the rest of my life.

I was never treated as an intern and got ac-
cepted as part of the Jananeethi family in no
time. Together we worked on various issues
like legal literacy camps, conducting legal
awareness classes in balwadis for mother and
also dealing with individual cases which re-
quired legal assistance. However the highlight
was of course the study that I got to do on the
condition of home nurses in Kerala – a social-
legal study. I will always be indebted to
Jananeethi for having given me this opportu-
nity to work on an issue like this. I even got an
opportunity to participate in the world environ-
ment day which was celebrated with great
gusto.

The most striking aspect about the organisation
is its ability maintain the spirit of oneness (pre-
fer to use this term instead of team spirit which
I feel is a very impersonal one!!!). The work
culture therefore is one of the best because
you belong there and the organization belongs
to you. The commitment of Jananeethi has
been proved more than once and its been in
the fore-front addressing issues of vital impor-
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tance. Each member adhering to the principles
and ideals of the organization helps in taking
the message out into the world.

I hope and pray that we (me still being a part
of the family) will be able to keep the torch
burning for years to come.

d) Karine Bates  B.C.L., LL.B.
Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Anthropology
McGill University, Montreal
Canada.

Jananeethi is a unique example of people’s ini-
tiative leading to a world where human dignity
and social justice would be a reality. The holis-
tic vision of the organization is realized through
a variety of actions adapted the natural, social
and economic environment of the people in
need. By doing so, the dedicated social work-
ers, lawyers, researchers and volunteers of
Jananeethi propose and implement sustainable
solutions. Their commitment to the well being
of women, minorities and marginalized is
remarquable. Throughout the years, they have
facilitated access to justice to hundreds of
people. That is due to a strong desire to bal-
ance legal rights with social duties to create a
peaceful society. As an anthropologist,
Jananeethi is a reliable resource for education
on legal culture in Kerala and India. I really
look forward to seeing the future projects of
Jananeethi coming into the world, especially
the development of Jananeethi’s Institute. I am
glad to be a friend of this inspiring organiza-
tion.

e) Helen Gould
Coordinator,
Creative Exchange.
London, UK

What makes Jananeethi distinctive, I feel, is
its passion for ordinary people to experience
justice and well-being, and for the communi-
ties it serves to live in peace and cohesion. It’s
not a great, heroic peace or a mighty justice,
but a gentle, local peace brought about by simple
tolerance, trust and respect for one another,
which manifests itself in the remarkable
achievement of a ‘litigation-free’ society in
some of the districts it serves. But it is the very
simplicity of its vision makes its achievements
all the more powerful. Jananeethi applies it-
self to finding solutions for its people and com-
munities with courage, creativity and compas-
sion: It has taken on some of the most power-
ful institutions and won the case; It has gone
out into the streets with song and drama to
teach people about the law and their rights; it
has provided befriending, shelter, care and sup-
port to those in need, in poor health or facing
crisis. Its passion for people is the ultimate
motivation for all it does. The values, wisdom
and learning of Jananeethi deserve to be propa-
gated, and the development of its new centre
will offer Jananeethi just such an opportunity
to teach and share its experience more widely.
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f) Bijo Francis
Asian Human Rights Commision
Hong Kong.

Small leaps to greater success

It is with the nostalgic feeling of missing my
hometown I write this short note about
Jananeethi. The Jananeethi family has
achieved another milestone in its path of suc-
cess towards addressing human rights situa-
tion in India by declaring Mullakkara - Divi-
sion XII of Thrissur Corporation - as the FIRST
LEGALLY LITERATE & LITIGATION
FREE village in the State of Kerala.

Legal awareness and freedom from the ever
winding judicial process is the primary requi-
site for a just society. When everything fails
people look up to the courts for addressing their
problems and grievances. However the fact
as far as India is concerned is that legal pro-
cess is a non ending relay from pillar to post
and in the process the victim falls down and
finally gets no remedy at all.

The initiative taken by Jananeethi to help the
people in Mullakkara, from its lessons learned
from a previous experiment at Thichoor is a
noble step towards addressing the very root
cause of human rights problems in India. When
the entire institution fails, where the executive
is corrupt and ignorant about the concerns of
the people, when the legislative is more en-
gaged in power games rather than serving the

ordinary, when the police is a tool for persecu-
tion and further torture and judiciary gives its
seal of approval by its lethargic attitude and
complexities, such bold steps taken by
Jananeethi could pave way for effective rem-
edies of human rights violations in India, by
being able to replicate this endeavor in yet an-
other village.

Harmony in the society and awareness of
one’s right is the key to sustainability and sta-
bility of any society. Jananeethi’s work in de-
claring yet another village as litigation free and
legally aware is a milestone in this process.

I am aware that the work of Jananeethi is not
limitted to this project. I am aware that the
project in Mullakkara is just one of the many
activities done by Jananeethi in addressing
human rights in India. The success in
Mullakkara reflects the hard work and com-
mitment of the entire Jananeethi family. I am
only happy to be part of it, even though I have
to stay away miles apart in distance due to my
work. I look forward for the days I can join
back my family and be more active in its day
to day life.

g) Satheesh
Paramel House

Mullakkara, Mannuthy, Thrissur

My association with Jananeethi is only a re-
cent one.  Before that, I had attempted to do
good to the people getting myself involved in
several groups. But I could not make any im-
pact.  All my endeavours were in vain.  The
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response I received from many public offices
were apparently negative. Nevertheless, when
I joined Jananeethi and started of acting under
the banner of Jananeethi, I could experience
the change.  It was amazing, indeed!.

FEED BACK-CASES

a) P.V. Ravi
(File No. 64/04)
Polukkara House

Nadathara, Thrissur.

My father had taken a loan from the Bank of
Baroda.  As a security, my father had given to
the Bank the documents (Pattayam) of the land
property in his name.  Subsequently, when we
went over to the bank to settle the loan amount,
to our greatest shock and dismay, we were
informed that the documents were missing in
the bank. We didn’t know what to do next.
We approached Jananeethi.  Jananeethi
drafted a petition to be submitted before the
banking Ombudsman.  On their advice, we
lodged a complaint and prayer for duplicate of
the original document at the cost of the Bank.

The Banking Ombudsman ordered allowing our
petition as it was prayed for.  The bank was
ordered to make proper application to the vil-
lage officer for a duplicate of the original docu-
ment and to pay the incidental expenses and
to expedite the matter.

b) T.V. Chacko
(File No. 150/03)

I am happy to inform every mem-
ber of Jananeethi that now my life, with all
your help, is safe and undisturbed. I was, for a
long time, harassed and often hurt by a person
for no reasons.  I am physically disabled and
economically poor.  I was not able to counter
the attacks of the opposite party.  It was
Jananeethi that came to my rescue.  With your
letter I approached the police who acted upon
your directions.  They summoned the party and
warned him.  Ever since I have not problem.

Thanks to everybody in Jananeethi for your
appropriate action at the appropriate time.

c) O.V. Sarojini
(File No. 204/04)
Santhikudi

Vadookara, Thrissur.

I am old and destitute.  I am con-
tinuously harassed by my neighbour.  He has
filed civil suit against me.  Hence, for fear of
life I had to leave my house and my native
village and went to Alappuzha.  There I met
Adv. Rajasree who told me about Jananeethi
and its humanitarian services. This was the
background of my relationship with Jananeethi.

Later, my relationship with Jananeethi devel-
oped much more than a lawyer – client rela-
tionship.  Today I consider myself a member
of Jananeethi family.  I get the warmth and
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love of a family from Jananeethi. I am confi-
dent that Jananeethi will remain as my ‘home’
for the rest of my life.  I consider the lawyers
and activists of Jananeethi as my children; and
they treat me like their ‘grandma’.  I wish that
there are many similar institutions to carry the
message of love and care, and that Jananeethi
is branched out all over extending to all people
its warmth of love and care.

d) Devassy Ukken
(File No. 195/03)
Kunnathangadi

Thrissur.

My sister’s husband, Mathew, had distanced
himself from his wife and they were living
separated for more than 13 years.  Deserted
and disowned by husband, my sister was liv-
ing with me during these years.  Meanwhile
there were several attempts to mend their re-
lationship but all were proved failure.

Finally we approached the Thrissur based hu-
man rights NGO, Jananeethi. Because of
Jananeethi’s intervention, Mathew came to my
house and took his wife along with him to Erode,
where he is employed.  Now, both of them
lead a very happy life in a rented house.  Their
marriage was a closed chapter, but Jananeethi
opened it and has helped them to rebuild a new
life, accepting each other.

We all thank every member of Jananeethi for
the great service they have done to Mathew
and Lucy, and all of us who are concerned of
them.

e) C.K.Kumari (Wife) &
Dasan K.M. (Husband)

Q: When did you first come to Jananeethi?
A: 2004 February 6

Q: How did you come to know of Jananeethi?
A: Fr. Davis Panadan directed me to ap-

proach Jananeethi

Q: What was your complaint?
A: My husband was alcoholic. He used to beat

me a lot.  Once he kicked me out of the
house.  I had no where to go.

Q: What was your first impression at
Jananeethi?

A: I could pour out my feelings.  I felt great
relief.  Some how, I felt that my days of
suffering are over.  I was very glad when
I was told that the services are completely
free.

Q: How was the behaviour of the people at
Jananeethi?

A: Very good.  The advocates behaved very
lovingly and with great regard.  I felt quite
at home.  They treated me as if I am their
friend. There was no fear in me.  There-
fore I could open out my heart before
them.

Q: Did anything displease you?
A: No. Not at all.  I have no suggestions to

make  Everything was perfect.
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Q: What is your present condition?
A: My problems are resolved.  My husband

does not beat me.  He has stopped his
drinking habit.  He brings his wages home.
He is very kind, loving and faithful to God.
We recently purchased a plot and put up a
small house.

Q: How long you had come to Jananeethi to
resolve your problems?

A: Less than a month.

Q: How did Jananeethi sort out the problem?
A: Through negotiations and counseling.  The

advocates had promised me all possible
help.  They warned my husband about the
dire consequences if he continued beating
me.

Q: Are you out of fear now?
A: Yes. I have great confidence in myself. I

got courage to come to Jananeethi.

Q: Did you feel that Jananeethi was biased?
A: No. Myself and my husband do not have

any complaint against Jananeethi.

Q: Any other comment about Jananeethi?
A: People from interior villages find it diffi-

cult to come to Thrissur.  Each Taluk
should have an institution like Jananeethi.

Q: What do you know about Jananeethi?
A: Settlement of dispute through peaceful

negotiations.  I do not know any thing more.

Q: How does this affect your vision of life?
A: I am prepared to support all causes of

Jananeethi.  I will try to speak to all in need
about Jananeethi and will direct them to
Jananeethi.



72

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

A visit to Sri Lanka in the last week of May
2003 was a memorable experience. The is-
land looked an extension of Kerala in every
respect. The land, the vegetations, the people,
their food habits, their habitats, their life-style
– all are very much similar to the Malayalee
ethos.

We were invited by the human rights organi-
zations such as SETIK (Kandy)
‘Janasansadaya’ (Colombo) and Panadura that
are addressing human rights violations in the
island country. Thanks to Mr. Basil Fernando
and his companions of the Asian Human Rights
Commission, Hong Kong for sponsoring  our
trip.

The principal religion in Sri Lanka is Buddhism.
Christianity, Hinduism and Islam are also in the
main stream. Religion, therefore, has a major
role in shaping the fate of the people; protect-
ing and promoting human rights in Sri Lanka.
Our hosts included Rev. Reid, Rev. Nandana
Manatunga and Mr. Chitral Perera who are
stallions of great movements of people, pre-
dominantly victims and survivors of torture and
political terrorism.

Our visit was an occasion for exchange of vi-

sion, views and experience. The organizers had
well planned in advance few common gather-
ings of people who are deeply involved in de-
fending human rights. Their understanding of
human rights is very comprehensive and holis-
tic.  ‘Human rights’ for them means life in to-
tality.  Hence ethnic war, political corruption,
religions persecution, labour exploitation, sexual
discrimination, environment degradation - all
comes under the ambit of human rights.  There-
fore, you will see all sections of people, includ-
ing religions heads and spiritual leaders, array-
ing in a single line for the vindication of human
rights and civil liberties of the people.

Public memory is short lived. Human frailty
will demand compromises. Hence to endure
in resisting torture and human rights violations,
people need mutual emotional support and
physical help. This is what our Sri Lankan
friends are engaged in.  They have gatherings
of the victims of torture on regular intervals
and such meetings are occasions to re-inforce
them in their organized resistance to corrup-
tion and torture.

The first public meeting we attended was an
anti-war peace convention in Polonnaruva an
ancient centre of cultural excellence in the  up

ANNEXURE  7

REPORT ON VISIT TO SRI LANKA
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country. A well organized, attended by thou-
sands of peace loving people representing vari-
ous religious faiths, political ideologies groups
and democratic organisations.  The views and
voices raised against the neo colonial powers
and managers of war and violence were strong
messages to whom so ever they were aimed
at.

The World Communications Day was observed
in Kuliapidia. Seminar, drama and several folk
presentations made the function rich and mean-
ingful. The theme was, again, fighting torture
and corruption in highest offices including ju-
diciary.  Folk artists were called for employing
their skill and space to check human rights vio-
lations.

Janasansadaya organized a meeting of torture
victims and their families at the conference hall
of Kaluthra District Secretariat and it had left
lasting impressions in our minds. The meeting
had triggered their morale and will power.  We,
too, spoke recalling our experiences in the past
and the present as well.

A special meeting was organized for creative
thinkers and writers where issues of contem-
porary culture, the threat of globalization, po-

litical power, colonial values, consumerism etc.
were brought in for serious deliberations.

With Fr. Reid Shelton Fernando, we visited the
Sri Lankan Supreme Court to observe the func-
tioning of the human rights court. We wit-
nessed there the unfailing spirit of the ordinary
citizen of the island in defending their funda-
mental rights  and their right to freedom from
fear and torture.

The image and message of Fr. Reid, his people
and their work culture are vibrant memories.
They live and they help others live enjoying
freedom in its full.  The Central point of all
their programmes and deliberations  is torture,
because torture is so much rampant in their
every day life.  The principle that whatever
human is not alien to a human rights activist  is
an accepted position  by all.

The experience of meeting these magnificent
personalities and dedicated defenders of hu-
man rights,  building fraternity and fellowship
with them was, indeed  unique.

K.G.Sankara Pillai
Jasmine Joseph



ANNEXURE  8

JANANEETHI IN SPAN MAGAZINE
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ANNEXURE  9 
Interventions made by Jananeethi in 2003-2004 

 
Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
1. 141/03 Thechan master P.D. 

Kurichikara 
Sreera Flower Mill, Kurichikara Environment Pending Male 

2. 142/03 Sreepathy Karyad 
Kundaliyoor P.O. 

Santhoshkumar S. Nair 
Home Tech Appliances 
Koorkencherry 

Service Closed Male 

3. 143/03 Kalyani 
Pallath House, Nandikara 

Sidharthan 
Pallath House, Nandikara 

Family Closed Female 

4. 144/03 Lissy P.L. 
Avanoor P.O. 

Davis Thaikkatil 
Avanoor P.O. 

Family Pending Female 

5. 145/03 Shobha Denny 
West Fort Hospital, Trichur 

Denny V.V. 
Poothole 

Family Pending Female 

6. 146/03 Shanto P.A. 
Avinnisery 

Secretary 
Thrissur Corp. Thrissur. 

Civil Closed Male 

7. 147/03 Radhamani K.K. 
Peringottukara 

R.T.O. 
Thrissur 

Miscellanious Pending Female 

8. 148/03 Ramakrishnan R. 
Puranattukara 

D.T.O. 
KSRTC, Thirssur 

Consumer Pending male 

9. 149/03 Sumathy. C 
Mannuthy 

K.Balan 
Vyasagiri 

Family Closed Female 

10. 150/03 Chacko T.V. 
Ponnukara 

Babu 
Ponnukara 

Criminal Closed male 

11. 151/03 Joy N.A. 
Nandipulam 

Praful Investment 
Chennai 

Consumer Closed male 

12. 152/03 Sarojini 
Nedupuzha 

The Nedupuzha Service Co-
operative Bank Ltd. Nedupuzha 

Civil Closed Female 

13. 153/03 Kumari C.N. 
Mundathikode West 

Krishnankutty 
Mundathikode West 

Civil Pending Female 

14. 153-A/03 Gigi 
Veluthoor 

Benny 
Veluthoor 

Criminal Closed Female 

15. 154/03 Mary K.K. 
Guruvayoor 

Francis K.K. 
Guruvayoor 

Family Closed Female 

16. 155/03 Shaju C.P. 
Thrikoor 

Justin Thomas 
Ponnukara 

Civil Closed Male 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
17. 156/03 Fathimath Suhara 

Cherukara 
Sunil 
Perinthalmana 

Family Closed Female 

18. 157/03 Saraswathy 
Vadakemuri 

Kumaran 
Vadakemuri 

Criminal Closed Female 

19. 158/03 Mohanan P.K. 
Anthikkadu 

Chandran P.K. 
Nedupuzha 

Civil Closed Male 

20. 159/03 Shantha K.K. 
Nedupuzha 

Jose Chittisery 
Nedupuzha 

Family Closed Female 

21. 160/03 Geetha 
Arattupuzha 

Urakam Service 
Co-op. Bank, Urakam 

Civil Closed Female 
 
 

22. 161/03 Raman Nambidi 
Veluthur 

Unnikrishnan 
Veluthur 

Family Closed Male 
 
 

23. 162/03 Mani Swamikutty 
Kundaliyoor 

Sajeev 
Kundaliyoor 

Criminal Pending Female 

24. 163/0 Joshy T.A. 
Koonammoochi 

Lewis 
Koonammoochi 

Miscellanious Pending Male 

25. 164/03 Preethi K.S. 
Perinchery 

Subramaniam P.M. 
Perinchery 

Family Closed Female 

26. 165/03 Baby Rajan 
Kurichikara 

Sheela 
Kurichikara 

Family Closed Female 

27. 166/03 Baby Latha 
Engandiyoor 

Sasidharan E.K. 
Engandiyoor 

Family Closed Female 

28. 167/03 Pradeepkumar. R 
R.P.1001, Viyoor 

 Miscellaneious Closed Male 

29. 168/03 Madhavan P.R 
Pampadi 

T. Aravindakshan Nair 
Pampadi 

Civil Closed Male 

30. 169/03 Noorjahan E.A. 
Padiyam 

C.S. Abdul Jaleel 
Inchamudi 

Family Closed Female 

31. 170/03 Mini E.J. 
Kandasankadavu 

Jaison 
Valappad 

Family Closed Female 

32. 171/03 Dr. Francis Xavier 
R.V.Puram 

Johns Biwheelers 
Ayyanthole 

Consumer Pending Male 

33. 172/03 Vijayakumari. M 
Thavanoor 

T.S. Murali 
Vellanikara 

Family Pending Female 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
34. 173/03 Joseph N.A. 

Ollur 
B.R.D. Securities Ltd. 
Kunnamkulam 

Consumer Closed Male 

35. 174/03 Usha K.A. 
Manaloor 

Bharghavi 
Manaloor 

Civil Closed Female 

36. 175/03 Baby V.B. 
Karamukku 

Devassy 
Karamukku 

Civil Closed Female 

37. 176/03 Anto Francis 
Elthuruth 

Jesssy 
Elthuruth 

Civil Closed Male 

38. `177/03 Balasundaram. K 
Viyyur 

R.T.O. 
Thrissur 

Miscellaneous Closed Male 

39. 178/03 Nazeema Basheer 
Kalathode 

Vasala 
Avannur 

Civil Pending Female 

40. 179/03 Farmers Club 
Perambra 

Pushpakaran 
Perambara 

Criminal Closed Female 

41. 180/03 Antony M.R. 
Poothole 

Renjith James 
Kochara 

Family Closed Male 

42. 181/03 Leela T.K. 
Kanattukara 

Sudheer P.D. 
Alapara 

Family Closed Female 

43. 182/03 Liny K.L. 
Thiroor 

Mary Varghese 
Thiroor 

Family Closed Female 

44. 183/03 Sheeba A.O. 
Ollur 

Jobel 
Mapranam 

Family Closed Female 

45. 184/03 Binesh V.C. 
Venkidangu 

Prathibha V.V. 
Arimboor 

Family Closed Female 

46. 185/03 Ponnu 
Arimbur 

Kumaran 
Arimbur 

Civil Closed Female 

47. 186/03 Jananeethi 
Thrissur 

Director of Health 
Service, Thiruvananthapuram 

PIL Closed - 
 
 
 

48. 187/03 Thulasi 
Kandasankadavu 

Ajith. C 
Kandasankadavu 

Civil Closed Female 

49. 188/03 Lissy P.D. 
Pattikkad 

The Secretary 
Alathur Grama Panchayat 

Family Closed Female 

50. 189/03 Liji K.S. 
Venkitangu 

Binu K.G. 
Mananthavadi 

Family Pending Female 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
51. 190/03 Shivaraman 

Karyamuttam 
Divin. D 
Pullur 

Family Closed Male 

52. 191/03 Bhavani 
Ollukkara 

Parukutty 
Koorkkanchery 

Civil Pending Female 

53. 192/03 S.P. Srivastava 
Bihar 

Mahesh Prasad 
Hazari Bagh 

Civil Closed Male 

54. 193/03  Bhargavan T.K. 
Kandasankadavu 

Post Master 
Thrissur 

Consumer Closed Male 

55. 194/03 Gracy 
Kuriachira 

Lona 
Kuriachira 

Criminal Closed Female 

56. 195/03 Lucy Mathew 
Velathur 

Mathew C.P. 
Erode 

Family Closed Female 

57. 196/03 Sajini Subramanian 
Mullassery 

Thankamani 
Venkidangu 

Civil Closed Female 

58. 197/03 Purushothaman 
Mullassery 

Badharuddin 
Mullassery 

Civil Closed Female 

59. 198/03 Leela Sunny 
Ollur 

Head Mistress 
Govt. U.P.S., Ollur 

Civil Closed Female 

60. 199/03 Thankachan V.M. 
Kannara 

Exe. Engineer 
PWD, Thrissur. 

Civil Pending Male 

61. 200/03 Jayanthi C.V. 
Chirakkal 

Anil 
Chirakkal 

Family Closed Female 

62. 201/03 M. Saraswathy 
Thrissur. 

T.T. Thomas 
Thrissur- 20 

Civil Closed Female 

63. 202/03 Gopi V.V. 
Urakam 

Vinitha K.K> 
Urakam 

Family Closed Male 

64. 203/03 Helen K.J. 
Thrisur Engineering College, 
Thrissur. 

John M.M. 
Thrissur, 
Engg. Collee P.O> 
 

Civil Closed Female. 

65. 204/03 Sarojini D.V. 
Vadookara 

Lakshmi 
Chiyyaram 

Civil Pending Female 

66. 205/03 Prasad K.P. 
Chittisery 

Kerala University 
Thiruvananthapuram 

Miscellaneous Closed Male 

67. 206/03 Jasmine 
Chentrappinny 

A.K. Abdul Jaleel 
Chooloor P.O. 

Family Closed Female 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
68. 207/03 Thomas P.M. 

Thannimoodu 
Sukumaran M.P. 
Thannimoodu 

Civil Closed Male 

69. 208/03 Babu K. Mathew 
Ashtamichira 

Indian Embassy 
Abudhabi 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 

70. 209/03 Pushpakaran 
Mammiyoor 

Ramanathan 
Thamarayoor 

Civil Closed Male 

71. 210/03 Unnikrishnan C.A. 
Irinjalakuda North 

Renuka Unnikrishnan 
Irinjalakuda North 

Family Closed Male 

72. 211/03 Pushpakaran P.M. 
Mammiyoor 

P.K. Vijayan 
Kunnamkulam 

Civil Closed Male 

73. 212/03 Jananeethi 
Thrissur. 

R.T.O. 
Thrissur. 

PIL Closed - 

74. 213/03 Jasmine Joseph 
Jananeethi 

R.T.O. 
Thrissur. 

PIL Closed - 

75. 214/03 Dileep Kumar 
Muttichoor 

Malathy Paxmanan 
Muttichoor 

Family Closed Female 

76. 215/03 Mary Mathai 
Chalakudy 

Devan 
Kokkalai 

Service  Closed  Female 

77. 216/03 Anitha 
Selam 

Alex 
Mission Quarters 

Criminal Closed  Female 

78. 217/03  Rangini 
Anchery 

Vijayan Menon 
Kuruppam Road 

Criminal Closed Female 

79. 218/03 Sathish Menon 
Pazhayannoor 

Narayanankutty 
Pazhayannur 

Civil Closed Male 

80. 219/03 Thankamani Varghese 
Chiyyaram 

Chiyyaram Kuries 
Chiyyaram 

Civil Pending Female 

81. 220/03 Karthiyayini P.A. 
Chakkamkandam P.O. 

V.A. Vasu 
Chenthrapinny 

Family Pending Male 

82. 221/03 Haneefa T.A. 
Ollukkara P.O. 

Kerala Water Authority 
Ollukkara 

Consumer Pending Male 

83. 222/03 Lathifa 
Aanappara 

V. Bashir 
Ottapalam 

Family Closed Female 

84. 223/03 Augusthi 
Ramavarmapuram 

Simon 
Ayyanthole 

Civil Closed Male 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
85. 224/03 Neelina 

Olarikkara 
E.J.Joshi 
Palakkal 

Criminal  Closed Female 

86. 225/03 Sheeja N.V. 
Vadanapally 

Udayan. S 
Tarithallur 

Family Closed Female 

87. 226/03 Ramankutty. V 
Kacheri 

Shaju. S 
Kachery 

Civil Closed Male 

88. 227/03 Ruby David Anil 
Mannuthy 

Plamenna 
Mannuthy 

Civil Closed Female 

89. 228/03 Sosamma K.M. 
Kozhikunnu 

Mathew Thampi Family Referred Female 

90. 229/03 Satheesh Kumar 
Kangod 

Lijitha 
Olavakkod 

Family Closed Male 

91. 230/03 Muhammad 
Kaipamangalam 

Dy. Tahasildar 
Kodungallur 

Civil Closed Male 

92. 231/03 Amina P.M. 
Anthikkad 

Usman 
Anthikkad 

Family Closed Female 

93. 232/03 Sadanandan 
Nedupuzha 

Sunitha 
Nedupuzha 

Family Pending Male 

94. 233/03 Jose 
Peringottukara 

Benny 
Valappad 

Family Closed Male 

95. 234/03 Mini V.M. 
Vellanikkodu 

Jagadeesan. P 
North Paravur 

Family Closed Male 

96. 235/03 Bindu K.N. 
Peringottukara 

Sajith K.S. 
Peringottukara 

Family Closed Female 

97. 236/03 Latha P.M. 
Kathilapuram P.O. 

Shaji C.V. 
Guruvayoor 

Family Closed Female 
 

98. 237/03 George Puikuthiyil 
Jananeethi 

Thekkans Hotel 
Chalakudy 

Consumer Closed Male 

99. 238/03 Subramaniyan 
Chelakkara 

Madhu 
Vennur 

Civil Pending Male 

100. 239/03 Samuel K.C. 
Mannamangalam 

University of Madras Consumer Pending Male 

101. 240/03 David C.V. 
Paravattani 

General Manager 
SIB, Thrissur. 

Service Pending Male 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
102. 241/03 David Jacob 

Peringavu 
P.W.D. 
Dist. Collector 

Civil Closed Male 

103. 242/03 Mary Poulose 
Mandamangalam 

Poulose P.T. 
Mandamangalam 

Family Closed Female 
 

104. 243/03 Shiny K.V. 
Irinjalakuda 

Prakash A.M. 
Irinjalakuda 

Civil Pending Female 

105. 244/03 Surekha K 
Kuthampully P.O. 

Krishnakumar 
Kuthampulli P.O. 

Family Pending Female 

106. 245/03 Laisa Chakkappan 
Nehru Nagar 

Chakkappan K.T. 
Ollur 

Family Pending Female 

107. 246/03 Sheeba Jaison 
Irinjalakuda 

Jaison K.J. 
Irinjalakuda 

Family Closed Female 

108. 247/03 Suja Aneesh 
Ollur 

Sudeesa M.T. 
Ollur 

Family Closed Female 

109. 248/03 Johny Varghese 
Thiruvillamala 

Service Co-op. Bank 
 

Civil Closed Male 

110. 249/03 Vasudevan C.R. 
Chelakkode 

C.R. Balakirhsnan 
Chelakkode 

Civil Closed Male 

111. 250/03 Jose. S 
Pattikkad 

Samuel E.I. 
Madakkathara 

Family Pending Male 

112. 251/03 Jessy Joseph 
Aranattukara 

M.P. Rossy 
Ollur 

Civil Pending Female 

113. 252/03 Devadas K.K. 
Mannuthy 

Renjith E.R. 
Mulayam 

Civil Pending Male 

114. 253/03 Soman K.N. 
Kundukad 

Sunagog Kuries 
Punnamparambu 

Civil Closed Male 
 

115. 254/03 Prassanna V.K. 
Kuriachira 

Anthas M.C. 
Kuriachira 

Family Closed Female 

116. 255/03 Johny T.J. 
Kandanchira 

Kerala State Housing Board, 
Ayyanthole 

Civil Closed Male 

117. 256/03 Antony C.J. 
Kottapady 

Rosmy Antony 
Kottapadi 

Family Closed Female 

118. 257/03 Gracy P.R. 
Kuriachira 

Mohan E.S. 
Kuriachira 

Family Closed Female 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
119. 258/03 Pavithran V.R. 

Chenthrapinni 
Jayaprakasan 
Chenthrapinni 

Civil Pending Male 

120. 259/03 Kalyani M.K. 
Puthur 

Shankunni 
Puthur 

Civil Closes Female 

121. 260/03 Baby V.V. 
Kandasankadavu 

Special Thahasildar 
Unit No. 2. Thrissur 

Civil Closed Female 

122. 261/03 Haseena C.S. 
Kannamkulangara 

Fathima 
Thavanur 

Civil Closed Female 

123. 262/03 Satheesan V.K. 
Nellai 

Bindhu 
Kodali 

Family Pending Female 

124. 263/03 Jasmine Joseph 
Thrissur 

S.I. of Police 
Traffic Police Station 
Thrissur 

Miscellaneous Pending Female 

125. 264/03 Ravindran P.N. 
Koorkenchery 

National Insurance Co.Ltd. 
Thrissur 

Consumer Pending Male 

126. 265/03 Paulson N.O. 
Anandhapuram 

Abraham Ashok 
Neyyattinkara 

Consumer Closed Male 

127. 266/03 Valsamma 
Chalakudy 

John Chacko 
Kottayam 

Family Pending Female 

127. 267/03 Hemalatha Balachandran 
Chenganoor 

Thankamani 
Chenganoor 

Family Closed Female 

128. 268/03 Alphonsa V.O. 
Mannuthy 

Ollukara Service Co-op, 
Bank, Mannuthy 

Civil Closed Female 

129. 269/03 Raji. K 
Chavakkad 

Sasidaran P. 
Annakara 

Family Pending Female 

130. 270/03 Rural Development Women 
Society 
Edathuruthy 

Tony T.A. 
Thrissur 

Criminal Pending Female 

131. 271/03 Augustine P.J. 
Medical College 
Quarters, TCR 

Adiministrative Officer 
Medical College 
Thrissur 

Civil Pending Male 

132. 272/03 Ramya Ravi 
Anakallu 

Director 
Higher Secondary Education, 
TVM. 

Miscellaneous Closed Female 

133. 273/03 Suresh M.K. 
Ayyanthole 

Gopi M.K. 
Ayyanthole 

Civil Closed Male 

134. 274/03 Philomina P.P. 
Mulayam Road 

Porinchu 
Nellikunnu 

Civil Closed Female 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
135. 275/03 Chandrika Sudinan 

Anchery 
K.Radhama 
Vadakkancheri 

Civil Pending Female 

136. 276/03 Philomina C.C. 
Ollukara 

Taj Exports & Imports 
Ancheri Chira 

Service Closed Female 

137. 277/03 Kuttan. K 
Perunthuruthi 

K. Thankam 
Kannipayyur 

Civil Pending Male 

138. 278/03 Sathyabhama V.S. 
Guruvayoor 

Prabin 
Parappoor 

Famil Closed Female 

139. 279/03 Srivallabhan .M 
Mannuthy 

Oriental Insurance Co. Ltd. Consumer Closed Male 

140. 280/03 Faritha Ansari 
Kalathode 

Secretary, TCR Corporation, TCR Miscellaneous Closed Female 

141. 281/03 Prince C.O. 
Vellarkad 

Paulson T.V. 
Nellangara  

Civil Closed Male 

142. 282/03 Varghese P.L. 
Poomala 

Benedict P.V. 
Poomala 

Family Closed Male 

143. 283/03 Joju 
Kuriachira 

Reliance, Thrissur Consumer Closed Male 

144. 284/03 Venu T.R. 
Thoyyakavu 

Sathyanathan 
R.V. Puram 

Civil Pending Male 

145. 285/03 T.A. Antony 
Puzhakkal 

The President 
Indian Banks Ass. 
Mumbai 

Service Pending Male 

146. 286/03 Sarasu T.S. 
Kalloor 

Sub Inspector of Police 
Pudukkad 

Criminal Pending Male 

147. 287/03 Annie Thomas 
Pullazhi 

Gopan 
Pulloot 

Civil Pending Female 

148. 288/03 Karthiyani 
Kannara 

Anto 
Kannara 

Criminal Pending Female 

149. 289/03 pseudonym Thilakan 
Poochitti 

Family Pending - 

150. 290/03  Skaria O.P. 
Chavarampadam 

George Mathai 
Chavarampadam 

Civil Pending Male 

151. 291/03 Kunhikuttan 
Kootala 

Shaju 
Ollukara 

Civil Closed Male 
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Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
152. 292/03 Varghese K.D. 

Mankavu 
Asst. Engineer 
K.S.E.B. Wadakkanchery 

Consumer Closed Male 

153. 293/03 Prasad A.S. 
M.G. Kavu 

Bus Conductor 
H.L. Travels 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 

154. 294/03 Pushpalatha . K 
Panjal 

Mohanan V.K. 
Peringottukurissi 

Family Closed Female 

155. 295/03 Sini  M.V. 
Thaloor 

Secretary 
Pareeksha Bhavan, TVM 

Miscellaneous Closed Female 

156. 296/03 Alphonsa Rosan 
Kannara 

Kunjkunju Criminal Pending Female 

157. 297/03 Bindu V.P. 
Kodannur 

Surendran C.M. 
Kodannur 

Family Pending Female 

158 298/03 Sheena Inasu 
Thalore 

Mery Criminal Closed Female 

159 299/03 Anilkumar 
Mannuthy 

Kuttappan V.K. 
Mannuthy 

Civil Closed Female 

160 300/03 Joy N.V. 
Kozhupillikkara 

Sujatha 
Kizhakkekotta 

Family Closed Male 

161 301/03 Prema C.K. 
Anchery 

Excise Commissioner 
Thrissur 

Criminal Closed Female 

162. 302/03 Muraleedharan 
Laloor 

Fair Kuries Ltd 
Thrissur 

Civil Closed Male 

163 303/03 Chandran 
Paluvai 

Sankaran 
Paluvai 

Criminal Closed Female 

164 304/03 Thulasi T.V. 
Panjal 

ICDS 
Thrissur 

Service Closed Female 

165 305/03 Subha 
Peringandoor 

Anilkumar. C 
Madras 

Family Closed Female 

166 306/03 Muralidharan M.D. 
Anthikkad. 

Sajeevan K.G. 
Engandiyoor 

Civil Closed Male 

167 307/03 Ambika. K. 
Valmutti 

Ganesan 
Chitoor 

Criminal Closed Female 

168 308/03 Hari 
Puthur 

Sudheena 
Olari 

Family Pending Female 
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169 309/03 Usha 

Ayyanthole 
Murali 
Ayyanthole 

Civil Pending Female 

170 310/03 Varghese P.O. 
Methala 

Executive Enggineer 
Irinjalakuda 

Consumer Closed Male 

171 311/93 Sasikumar P.N. 
Vennur 

Jyothi 
Palakkad 

Family Pending Male 

172 312/03 Ammukutty 
Thirur 

Kunjiraman 
Anchery 

Civil Pending Female 

173 313/03 Bhasheer M.T. 
UAE 

- `Miscellaneous Closed Male 

174 314/03 Shameer K.P. 
Central Jail, Viyyur 

State Criminal Closed Male 

175 315/03 Geetha Suresh 
Chelakkara 

Jayakrishnan 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Female 

176 316/03 Sujatha Kumary 
Thiruvalla 

Radhakrishnan. G 
Thiruvalla 

Family Closed Female 

177 317/03 Govandan T.S. 
Kalloor 

Sajeevan T.G. 
Amballur 

Civil Closed Male 

178 318/03 Sandeep M.K. 
Pallippuram 

Manikandan  Civil Closed Male 

179 319/03 Leela Thomas 
Kasargode 

Thomas 
Kasargode  (D) 

Family Closed Female 

180 320/03 Sandhya E.K. 
Kolazhy 

Unnikrishnan 
Mannarkkadu 

Family Pending Female 

181 321/03 Manoj E.G. 
Ollur 

Gopi Edaykkattil 
Ollur 

Civil Pending Male 

182 322/03 Subair Hassan 
Palghat 

Laila 
Vaniambara 

Family Closed Male 
 

183 323/03 Usha David 
Kunnamkulam 

David Raj P.J. 
Kunnamkulam 

Family Pending Female 

184 324/03 Priya Anto 
Kelengathukara 

C.A. Aravindakshan 
Kainoor 

Civil Pending Female 

185 325/03 Ramani P.K. 
Ramavarmapuram 

Suresh K.K. Family Pending Female 
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186 326/03 Elsy 

Peringavu 
Narayanankutty 
Peringavu 

Civil Closed Female 

187 327/03 Ushakumari K.V. 
Chiyyaram 

Kamalam 
Chiyyaram 

Civil Pending Female 
 

188 01/04 Latha C.M. 
Kuttumukku 

Manoj 
Pearl Regency Hotel 

Service Pending Female 

189 02/04 Baby T.O. 
Elinjipra 

Lonappan 
Chalakudy 

Civil Pending Male 

190 03/04 Muhammad T.C. 
Mannuthy 

S.I. of Police 
Mannuthy 

Criminal Pending Male 

191 04/04 Davis P.K. 
Kootala 

Water Authority 
Thrissur 

Consumer Closed Male 

192 05/04 Joseph M.O. 
Mannuthy P.O. 

State Civil Pending Male 

193 06/04 Janardhanan J. 
C.No.2775, Viyyur 

State Miscellaneous Pending Male 

194 07/04 Baby K.B. 
West Mangad 

Bhaskaran 
West Mangad 

Family Pending Female 

195 08/04 Ramachandran. B 
Mannuthy 

Subaidha 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Male 

196 09/04 Narayanankutty 
Thrikoor 

Vilasini 
Koovapadi 

Family Pending Male 

197 10/04 Thulasi T.V. 
Panjal 

The Secretary, Social Welfare, 
Mahila Samajam Killimangalam 

Service Pending Female 

198 11/04 Dinni 
Kolazhi 

Shanmughan 
M.G. Kavu 

Criminal Pending Female 

199 12/04 Fathima P.A. 
Kizhekemuri 

Babu Salim 
Thanniyam 

Family Pending Female 

200 13/04 Sujatha K.N. 
Koratty South 

Chinnan M.K. 
Alagappanagar 

Civil Pending Female 

201 14/04 Davis K.P. 
Chiyyaram 

Chiyyaram Kuries And Loans 
(Pvt) Ltd, Chiyyaram, Thrissur 

Civil Closed Male 

202 15/04 Mohanan P.S. 
Wadakkanchery 

Keram Chits & Loans 
Guruvayoor 

Civil Closed Male 
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203 16/04 Ajithakumari T.K. 

Kodungallore 
Ishabi 
Mathilakam 

Civil Pending Female 

204 17/04 Ammu 
Mullakkara 

Lakshmi 
Mullakara 

Civil Pending Female 

205 18/04 Rejitha 
Anthikadu 

Ramadevan 
Anthikadu 

Family Closed Female 

206 19/04 Pseudomym Anto Hotel 
Mulayam Road 

Miscellaneous Closed Male 

207 20/04 Ummer 
Thottapadi 

Supply Officer, TCR Miscellaneous Pending Male 

208 21/04 Nafeeza 
Mannuthy 

Sainabha 
Mannuthy 

Miscellaneous Pending Female 

209 22/04 Jose 
Kannara 

Alphonsa. A 
Thaikkattussery 

Family Pending Male 

210 23/04 Moly Wilson 
Mannuthy 

Water Authority 
Thrissur 

Civil Pending Female 
 

211 24/04 Elsy M.D. 
Vettukadu 

Johnson K.O. 
Ollur 

Family Closed Female 

212 25/04 Sheeja M.C. 
Muttithadi 

Aith T.K. 
Kottapadi 

Family Pending Female 

213 26/04 Bhasheer A.A. 
Thalikulam 

B.S.N.L. 
Thrissur 

Consumer Pending Male 

214 27/04 Alice K.J. 
Valarkavu 

Antony P.A. 
Thrissur 

Family Pending Female 

215 28/04 Manoharan 
Punnayoorkulam 

Sunilkumar 
Malapuram 

Criminal Pending Male 

216 29/04 Saleena 
Mulayam Road 

Ollukara Co-operative Bank 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Female 

217 30/04 Win Purusha Ganam 
Kalikkal 

Satheesh K.V. 
Kalikkal 

Civil Pending  

218 31/04 Chandrika P.G. 
Moorkanikara 

Punjab National Bank 
Thrissur 

Civil Pending Female 

219 32/04 Padmini M. 
Kuttipuram 

S.I. Of Police 
Chakkarakallu  

Criminal  Pending Female 
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220 33/04 Annie K.T. 

Thekke Anchery 
Seby Varghese 
Thekke Ancheri 

Criminal Closed Female 

221 34/04 Paul Antony 
Mannarkadu 

Annakutty V.T 
Azhakam 

Family Pending Male 

222 35/04 Jayarajan A.V. 
Chelakottukara 

The Thrissur Dist.  P&T 
Emp.Co-Op Society Ltd. TCR 

Civil Pending Female 

223 36/04 Kumari C.K. 
Perambra 

Dasan .K.M. 
Trikkur 

Family Pending Female 

224 37/05 Srikanth K.K. 
Kodungallur 

Krishnankutty 
Kodungallur 

Family Pending Male 

225 38/04 Harish P.G. 
Peramangalam 

Director of Technical  Education Miscellenious Closed Male 

226 39/04 Sooraj K.T. 
Puthukkad 

Thomas T.A. 
Kodakara 

Family Pending Male 

227 40/04 Rathi Manian 
Pandiparambu 

Jose John 
Pandiparambu 

Civil Pending Female 

228 41/04 Sivadasan 
Kainoor 

KLD Board 
11 Pig Breeding Farm 

Miscellaneous Closed Male 

229 42/04 Srinagar 
Colony Residents 
Vettikkal 

Asst. Exe. Engineer 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Male/ 
Female 

230 43/04 Menon V.A. 
Irinjalakuda 

KSHB 
Irinjalakuda 

Civil Closed Male 
 

231 44/04 Betsy Sadanandan 
Mulamkunnathukavu 

Prakashan 
Thirur 

Family Pending Female 

232 45/04 Omana 
Kozhukully 

P.J. Rappai 
Kozhukkully 

Family Pending Female 

233 46/04 Sandhya 
Pazhuvil 

Anoop 
Vatanappilly 

Family Pending Female 

234 47/04 Anitha Vasudevan 
Mannuthy 

Kochappan 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Female 

235 48/04 Gandadharan 
Peringottukara 

Sushama 
Thalikulam 

Family Pending Male 

236 49/04 Sathi V.B. 
Nattika 

Adraman 
Nattika 

Civil Closed Female 
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237 50/04 Satheesh P.B. 

Mannuthy 
SI of Police 
Mannuthy 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 

238 51/04 Thomas 
Koottala 

Baby 
Koottala 

Miscellaneous Closed Male 

239 52/04 Raju K.J. 
Peringottukara 

Elya P.J. 
Thrissur 

Family Closed Male 

240 53/04 Devassy 
Elinjipra 

Lisy Joseph 
Nilambur 

Civil Closed Male 

241 54/04 Rani Anto 
Nettissery 

George C.P. 
Olarikkara 

Family Closed Female 

242 55/04 Divya 
Ramavarmapuram 

Dhanya 
Ramavarmapuram 

Family Pending Female 

243 56/04 Sarath Raj 
Peringavu 

Radhakrishnan 
Patturaikkal 

Civil Pending Male 

244 57/04 Soumya T.D. 
Ollur 

Varghese U.A. 
Manakody 

Family Pending Female 

245 58/04 Thomas P.D. 
Mullakkara 

Mani 
Mullakkara 

Civil Pending Male 

246 59/04 Alphonsa A.O. 
Koratty 

Varghese A.K. 
Chalakudy 

Family Pending Female 

247 60/04 Aswathy 
Vemballur 

Shajilal 
Chenthrappinni 

Family Pending Female 

248 61/04 Kesavan P.K. 
Padiyam 

Kuttan M.A. 
Padiyam 

Civil Pending Male 

249 62/04 Gopalakrishnan Manager, SBT 
Paramekkavu, TCR 

Consumer Pending Male 

250 63/04 Sarojini. C 
Palakkad 

DirectorGr. P.F. 
New Delhi 

Service Pending Female 

251 64/04 Ravi P.V. 
Nadathara 

Manager 
Bank of Baroda, Thrissur 

Consumer Pending Male 

252 65/04 Residents of Damian 
Junction, Mullakkara 

Officer in Charge 
Water Authority, Trichur 

Consumer Pending Male/ 
Female 

253 66/04 Indrani 
Thrissur 

Visalakshi Amma 
Thrissur 

Rent/Civil Pending Female 



91

ANNUAL REPORT - 2003-2004

Sl.No. File No. Petitioner (s) Respondent(s) Nature Status Gender  

       
254 67/04 Antony C.D. 

Thalore 
Adv. Vincent 
Chirayath 

Civil Pending Male 

255 68/04 Elsy Sebastian 
Avanoor 

Devaki 
Avanoor 

Civil Closed Female 

256 69/04 Thankamani 
Mannuthy 

Johnson 
Nellikkunnu 

Civil Pending Female 

257 70/04 Thomas E.C. 
Nellikunnu 

Rosily 
Thamarayoor 

Family Pending Female 

258 71/04 Parasuraman 
Mannuthy 

Ramachandran 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Male 

259 72/04 Joseph Palathingal 
Mannuthy 

Rappai Puthussery 
Mannuthy 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 

260 73/04 Sowdha K.A. 
Mannuthy 

Wilson 
Koottala 

Consumer Pending Female 

261 74/04 Mathew K.L. 
Thrissur 

Seena Paul 
Villadam 

Family Closed Male 

262 75/04 Reshma 
Vadakkumuri 

Hanzil E.D. 
Valappad 

Family Pending Female 

263 76/04 Jessy 
Arangu 

Fr. Ignatious 
Arangu 

Criminal Pending Female 

264 77/04 Jose P.P. 
Kannara 

Alphonsa 
Thaikkattussery 

Family Pending Male 

265 78/04 Manju Davis 
Ollur 

Biju 
Thrissur 

Civil Pending Female 

266 79/04 Seema E.S. 
Peringottukara 

Baiju 
Peringottukara 

Family Pending Female 

267 80/04 Soman O.N. 
Kannara 

Ajay Kumar 
Kannara 

Family Closed Male 

268 81/04 Usha A.K. 
Poyya 

Balaram M.R. 
Kodungallur 

Family Pending Male 

269 82/04 Annie George 
Pottar 

Chacko 
PottarFamily 

Family Closed Female 

270 83/04 Anto P.P. 
Thrissur 

Porinchu 
Puthenpeedika 

Civil Closed Male 
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271 84/04 Laxmi 

Mullakkara 

Ravindran 
Mannuthy 

Civil Pending Female 

272 85/04 Bhaskaran 
Mullakkara 

Varghese 
Thiroor 

Family Pending Male 

273 86/04 The Residents 
Mulayam Road 

KSEB 
Mannuthy 

Miscellaneous Pending Male/ 
Female 

274 87/04 The Residents 
Mulayam Road 

Thrisur Corporation Miscellaneous Pending Male/ 
Female 

275 88/04 Pushpa 
Mullakkara 

Thrissur Corporation Miscellaneous Pending Female 

276 89/04 Chakkunni C.R. 
Pullazhy 

George 
Olari 

Civil Pending Male 

277 90/04 Laila A.P. 
Mullakkara 

Assanar 
Palakkad 

Family Pending Female 

278 91/04 Sreenath 
Thottappady 

Wilson 
Pattikkad 

Criminal Pending Female 

279 92/04 Shyma 
Kodungallur 

State of Kerala 
Kodungallur 

Criminal  Pending Female 

280 93/04 Dainy T.J. 
Chengaloor 

Shincy Xavier 
Irinjalakuda 

Family Pending Male 

281 94/04 Moly K.L. 
Avinissery 

Baby 
Avinissery 

Criminal Pending Female 

282 95/04 Vijayasantha 
Edathuruthy 

Soorya Prakash 
Edathuruthi 

Civil Pending Female 

283 96/04 Mani 
Kolazhi 

Babu 
Kolazhi 

Criminal Pending Female 

284 97/04 Mary C.V. 
Chiyyaram 

Antony K.P. 
Anchery 

Family Pending Female 

285 98/04 James M.V. 
Mannuthy 

Commissioner for Govt. 
Examinations, Trivandrum 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 

286 99/04 Varunny T.J. 
Thrissur 

Thankamani 
Thrissur 

Family Pending Male 

287 100/04 Devaki 
Koottala 

Corporation Concillor 
Thrissur 

Miscellaneous Pending Female 

288 101/04 Nakulan 
Chirakkal 

Likesh K.N. 
Chirakkal 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 

289 102/04 Siddique 
Mannuthy 

Thanka 
Mannuthy 

Miscellaneous Pending Male 
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